
Results of King’s medical 
tests ‘Excellent 1 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hass an, the Regent, was reassured, during a phonecaU 
from Mayo Clinic in die United States on Saturday, 
that His Majesty King Hussein enjoys good health 
and that the results of the medical tests he underwent 
.were excellent. King Hussein left for the U.S. on 
.Thursday for medical checkups and for talks with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton and senior U.S. officials. 



Sharon vows Misha’al 
will be lolled 

TEL AVIV (APT) — Israeli National Infrastructure Min- 
ister Ariel Sharon said Saturday that Israel would assassi- 
nate a leader of Hamas in Jordan despite a failed attempt 
on his life last year. “We will assassinate [Khaled] 
Misha’al,” the hardline Sharon told Israel television 
Channel Two. Israeli agents bungled an attempt last year 
to kill Mr. Misha'al in Amman, severely damaging rela- 
tions between Israel and Jordan. In response to his 
remarks, the Islamic Hamas warned of severe conse- 
quences to Israel if it harmed Mr. Misha’al. “This demon- 
strates the terrorist mind of the Zionists," Hamas 
spokesman in Gaza, Abdul Aziz A1 Randssi, told AFP. 
‘We say to Sharon and the government., if they kill 
Khaled Misha'al. they will pay a very high price." 
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16 Palestinians injured 

Arafat attacks Israel for ‘aggression’ 


Regent orders release 
of more Ma’an detainees 


amid continued unrest in West Bank 


if Sharif 
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PALESTINIAN PRESI- 
DENT Yasser Arafat 
accused Israel on Saturday 
of escalating “aggression” 
against Palestinians and 
called for international pro- 
tection for his people as the 
West Bank seethed with 
fresh unrest. 

Scores of Palestinians 
have been wounded in four 
days of violent confronta- 
tions berween Palestinian 
stone-throwers and Israeli 
troops, sparked by Tues- 
day’s killing of three Pales- 
tinian labourers at an Israeli 
checkpoint west of Hebron. 

“I am sorry to say they're 
escalating their aggression 
against our people and we 
are asking for Internationa] 
protection very soon,” Mr. 
Arafat told reporters in 
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Gaza. 

Palestinian youths and 
Israeli troops clashed in the 
?■ West Bank on Saturday, 
leaving 16 Palestinians 
injured, in the fifth day of 
riots sparked by the killing 
of three Arab workers. 

Over 200 youths pelted 
Israeli soldiers with stones 
in the West Bank town of 
Hebron, bringing heavy 
volleys of tear gas and rub- 
ber-coared buffets which 
lightly injured three pro- 
testers and a Palestinian 
policeman, witnesses said. 

Palestinian security rein- 
forcements linked arms in a 
line across the street and 
pushed back the youths in 
an attempt to prevent them 
from throwing stones at the 
soldiers, witnesses said. 

Similar clashes broke our 
in the morning in the near- 
by town of Dura, where 
seven protesters were 
injured. 

In clashes in Bethlehem, a 
Palestinian security officer 
was shot in the stomach by 
IsrJeli soldiers who were 
firing on a mob of around 
100 protesters who were 
pelting them’ with stones 
and iron bars, witnesses 
said. 

As the officer was bun- 
dled into an ambulance, 
another Palestinian officer 
fired in the air with his 
Kalashnikov automatic rifle 
to warn back the Israelis, 
witnesses said. 

Palestinian security forces 
then pushed back the pro- 
testers to put an end to 
clashes, which also left four 
protesters lightly injured by 
rubber-coated bullets. 



A Palestinian youth screams at Israeli soldiers to stop shooting as three of his friends lie on the ground after being shot 
by Israeli fire, when hundreds of Palestinians dashed with Israeli soldiers in the West Bank village 
day (Reuters photo) 


The injured officer. Major 
Badie A1 Atfi of the Nation- 
al Security Forces, under- 
went an operation in a 
Bethlehem hospital and 
was in moderate condition, 
hospital officials said. 

The Israeli army said two 
officers were lightly 
wounded after being pelted 
with stones near Dura. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment said on Friday that 
Washington was “extreme- 
ly concerned” about the 
upsurge of violence and 
was searching for ways to 
revive deadlocked Middle 
East peace moves. 

“We are extremely con- 
cerned about the situation 
in the Middle East right 
now” State Department 
spokesman James Rubin 
told a regular briefing. 

“The reaction on the 
ground to the use of lethal 
force which resulted in the 
deaths of three Palestinians 
is a strong indicator of the 
underlying resentment that 
exists there that is a func- 
tion of the crisis of confi- 
dence that has evolved so 
tragically in the Middle 
East peace process,” Mr. 
Rubin said. 

He reiterated the U.S. 
stand that, although U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright have 


worked hard to mediate, it 
is up to the regional leaders 
to make the decisions that 
will lead to peace. 

“We are. actively talking 
amongst ourselves about 
what the best way is to revi- 
talise the Middle East peace 
process. Clearly, it's not 
making any progress right 
now,” he said. 

“What we’re doing, there- 
fore, is looking at our 
options and analysing the 
situation and when we have 
some new proposal or new 
ideas, as opposed to an 
American plan, we will 
share those with you,” Mr. 
Rubin said. 

In Hebron, Palestinian 
journalists staged a protest 
after Israeli troops on Fri- 
day wounded nine reporters 
covering clashes there, 
including two working for 
Reuters. 

“We Palestinian journal- 
ists view with grave con- 
cern the recurrent and 
deliberate shooting of 
Palestinian and other jour- 
nalists and cameramen by 
Israeli army soldiers and 
Jewish settlers.” the Hebron 
journalists said in a state- 
ment 

At least two other Pales- 
tinians were wounded in the 
violence, which erupted on 
Friday night after dozens of 
radical Jewish settlers 


entered the Palestinian- 
ruled side of divided 
Hebron for a protest march, 
ignoring army orders to 

turn .back. . . 

The army said its forces 
did not notice the journal- 
ists during the clashes, but 
reporters said they had 
shouted to troops that they 
were members of the press. 


of Dura on Satur- 


The army said that sol- 
diers had been re-briefed on 
riot control procedures “in 
order to ensure that inno- 
cent people won’t be hurt.” 
Israeli police said a num- 
ber of known settlers would 
be summoned for question- 
ing on a number of charges. 

Continued on page 7) 


Bomb injures one in 
Israeli bus station 

AJFULA (AFP) — A bomb exploded in the central bus sta- 
tion of the northern Israeli town of Alula on Saturday, seri- 
ously injuring the Jewish man who discovered it, Israeli 
police said. 

The explosive device was hidden under a box in the sta- 
tion in Afula, a town 70 kilometres north of Tel Aviv, and 
apparently went off when a man lifted the box to see what 
it was, police spokeswoman Linda Menuchin told AFP. 

Israel’s police commander in the north, Eli Kron, said the 
bombing may have been a politically-motivated attack but 
he could not yet say for sure, Israel Radio reported. 

Police said they had detained a few Arabs in the area for 
questioning, the radio reported. 

Police sources told the radio the attackers may have been 
from the West Bank city of Jenin located some 10 kilome- 
tres away and intended only to show their ability to operate 
in Israeli territory, but not to actually harm anyone. 

The unidentified man in his 50s was taken to hospital in 
serious condition with wounds to his face and arms but 
doctors said his life was not in danger. 

No other injuries occurred since the bus station was 
closed and largely empty because of the Jewish Sabbath 
weekend. 

No group claimed responsibility for planting the bomb. 


Security Council approves 
pilgrimage plan for Iraqis 



Combined agency 
dispatches 

BRITAIN SAID on Satur- 
day it was giving $1 1.7 mil- 
lion worth of humanitarian 
aid to help relieve the suffer- 
ing of Iraqis, particularly 
children. 

“The people of Iraq have 
suffered too much,” Interna- 
tional Development Minis- 
ter Clare Shat said in a 
statement 

“[Iraqi President] Saddam 
Hussein manipulates the 
suffering of his people and 
uses it for propaganda. But 
we must do all we can to 
relieve their suffering,” she 
added. 

She said Britain would be 
channelling its new aid in 
food and medicine. 

Ms. Short and British For- 
eign Secretary Rohm Cook 
will be co-hosting a meeting 
eo discuss how die European 
Union fEU) and others can 
help the United Nations to 


implement - effectively an 
expanded oD-for-food pro- 
gramme. No date was given 
for the meeting. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil's Iraqi Sanctions Com- 
mittee approved a plan on 
Friday to enable up to 
22,000 Iraqis to make die 
pilgrimage to Mecca early 
next month, though it 
appeared uncertain whether 
Baghdad would accept iL 

The committee is to meet 
again Monday, when an 
answer is expected from 
Baghdad. 

There is general agree- 
ment that, as an exception to 
sanctions in force since 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, each Iraqi pilgrim 
should be allocated up to 
$2,000 from the U.N. “oil- 
for-food” programme, under 
which Baghdad is allowed 
to sell limited amounts of oil 
to pay for humanitarian 
necessities. 

This would make a total of 


up to $44 million, if the 
quota set by Saudi Arabia of 
22,000 pilgrims from Iraq is 
filled. 

But Baghdad insists the 
money should be funnelled 
through the Iraqi central 
bank, which would disburse 
it among the pilgrims, many 
of whom would fly to Saudi 
Arabia aboard Royal Jor- 
danian Airline flights. This 
would be another exception 
to sanctions, which normal- 
ly bar flights to and from 
Iraq. 

The Sanctions Committee, 
chaired by Ambassador 
Antonio Monteiro of Portu- 
gal, says U.N. legal counsel 
Hans Corell has ruled that 
sanctions resolutions bar 
any of the money from pass- 
ing through the Iraqi central 
bank or any other Iraqi enti- 
ty. 

After extensive consulta- 
tions, Mr. Monteiro won 

(Continued on page 7) 


Sharon spells out 
Lebanon pullout plan 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAELI CABINET Min- 
ister Ariel Sharon spelled 
out on Friday a plan for a 
staged withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from south Lebanon. 

It was the first time that 
the burly ex-general who 
orchestrated Israel’s 1982 
invasion of Lebanon had 
given public support for a 
withdrawal. 

If no agreement could be 
reached 'with Beirut, he 
said, Israel should pull 
troops out of its south 
Lebanon occupation 2one 
in stages while warning the 
Lebanese government of 
reprisals if Islamist guerril- 
las staged cross-border 
attacks. 

“We will be ready in 
stages, with supervision of 
the results, to cany out an 
evacuation in Lebanon,” 
Mr. Sharon told Channel 
TWo television. 

“We say in advance |to 


the Lebanese ]r “we see you 
as responsible.’ This has to 
be done in stages. We'll 
establish new rules in 
which the Israeli army will 
be able to provide the 
responses for the security 
of the northern area.” 

In a separate interview 
with Israel Television. Mr. 
Sharon said he would raise 
his proposals at this week's 
meeting of the Israeli gov- 
ernment’s inner security 
cabinet. 

“I propose a redeploy- 
ment after a warning — set- 
ting very clear rules, with- 
drawing from a portion of 
the area, allowing the 
Lebanese to enter, 
announcing in advance 
what we’re about to do. 
warning them in advance 
what we will do if it doesn’t 
happen ” he said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
said he is prepared to 

(Continued on page 7) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, on Saturday 
ordered the release of more of those arrest- 
ed in connection with the riots in the south- 
ern town of Ma'an last month. 

Jordan News Agency. Petra, said that the 
order is in implementation of the “wash of 
His Majesty King Hussein to speed up 
investigations and other related legal proce- 
dures.” 

The agency added that only seven 
detainees were still being held by the secu- 
rity authorities. 

in a similar step last week 29 detainees 
were released. 

Ma’an Lower House Deputy Waleed 
Awajan told the Jordan Times that he and 
other deputies from Ma’an asked Prince 
Hassan for help in releasing the detainees. 


Mr. Awajan said he made the call to the 
Regent during a meeting with the Crown 
Prince at the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS). 

“We asked His Highness to put an end to 
the hardships of the detainees and he said 
that everything will end well.” Mr. Awajan 
said. 

“We want an end to the crisis and we want 
to find out the reasons behind riots and why 
they happened.” the deputy said. 

Last month one person was killed and 
more than 23 people injured following two 
days of riots in Ma'an. a home for more 
than 30.000 inhabitants. 

Police and civilians opened fire at each 
other during the two-day unrest, which led 
to the array deployment in the city and a 
six-day curfew. 

More than 20 people were arrested, the 
majority of them were released later on (see 
story on page 3). 


Crown Prince, Abbas discuss 
escalation of crisis in W. Bank 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, toe 
Regent, on Saturday met with 
senior Palestinian negotiator 
Mahmoud Abbas who deliv- 
ered a message from Palestin- 
ian President Yasser AraJat 

Palestinian Ambassador to 
Amman Omar Khatib said the 
meeting focused cm the escala- 
tion of tensions in the self-rule 
areas following the killing of 
three Palestinian workers near 
an Israeli army check point cm 
Tuesday. 

The incident led angry 
demonstrators to confront 
Israeli army in several Pales- 
tinian cities. Tens of young 
Palestinians were injured by 
Israeli army bullets (see sepa- 
rate story). 

A 12-year-old boy was 
declared brain dead after bong 
struck by a bullet in the head 


on Friday. 

‘Mr. Abbas has briefed His 
Royal Highness about toe 
recent developments and the 
escalation in tension following 
the mass killing of the Pales- 
tinians and toe injured who fall 
every day because of Israeli 
army bullets,” Mr. Khatib told 
the Jordan Times. 

“The situation remains 
under [Palestinian] control but 
nobody could predict what is 
going to happen if tension 
escalates in the Palestinian 
areas,” Mn Khateeb said. 

He said thar the Palestinian 
side called for an international 
committee to investigate the 
“mass killing and crimes 
against the Palestinians which 
are occurring everyday.” 

Last week. Prince Hassan 
visited the West Bank town of 
Ramallah and held talks with 
President Arafat over ways to 
resume toe stalled peace 
process between toe Palestini- 


ans and Israelis. 

A day later, the Crown 
Prince also met with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in a bid to narrow' 
the gap between the two sides. 

“The meeting was also a fol- 
low-up for toe Ramallah meet- 
ing between .President Arafat 
and Prince Hassan to continue 
foeir coordination over peace 
making with Israel” Mr. Khat- 
ib said. 

During Saturday's meeting 
“there was exchange of letters 
between President Arafat and 
Prince Hassan over toe contin- 
uation of coordination 
between the two sides,” Mr. 
Khatib added. 

The ambassador said that 
Mr. Abbas informed Prince 
Hassan that no progress was 
achieved between the Palestin- 
ian National Authorities 
(PNA ) and Israel. 


King, Clinton meet on Thursday 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House has said that 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
would meet next week with 
King Hussein, who has urged 
a direct dialogue between the 
Linked States and Iraq to 
resolve their differences, 

“The president is looking 
forward to greeting King Hus- 
sein of Jordan here,” White 
House spokesman Barry Toiv 
rold reporters Friday. “They’ll 
be meeting here to discuss Iraq 
and toe Middle East peace 
process.” 

Mr. Toiv said the King 
would meet Mr. Clinton on 
Thursday. The King will also 
meet Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, Defence 
Secretary William Cohen and 
members of Congress, 
although the schedule for 
those meetings is not known, 
he said. 

The King is in toe United 
States on a private trip. White 
House press secretary, Mike 


McCuny. said "But as he 
often does when he is here and 
if he has occasion to be in 
Washington, the president 
likes to spend time with him 
[King Hussein],” he said 

King Hussein last week said 
a dialogue was the best means 
to prevent the crisis that 
brought toe United States to 
toe verge of attacking Iraq last 
month over UN. weapons 
inspectors, and Baghdad 
responded that it agreed with 
the idea. However, the U.S. 
has taken a dim view of toe 
idea, saying Iraq’s obligations 
to comply with U.N. resolu- 
tions were clear, and a dia- 
logue would only be necessary 
if there were issues that still 
needed clarification. 

“We don't really see any 
value in direct dialogue at this 
point,” said a US. official. 

Also on Friday, the U.S. 
Senate approved a non-bind- 
ing resolution branding Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein a 


war criminal and calling for 
his indictrnenr by an interna- 
tional tribunal to be set up 
under United Nations authori- 
ty 

Mr. McCuny said the 
administration had not formal- 
ly joined in charges against 
President Saddam. 

“You certainly could make a 
good argument that he 
deserves that designation and 
we are going to study toe reso- 
lution passed by toe Senate 
carefully.” he said. 

At the U.S. State Depart- 
ment. toe chances of U.N. 
Securiiy Council approval of 
such a war crimes tribunal 
were seen as slim by 
spokesman James Rubin. But 
he said it was possible if the 
crimes were documented that 
support for indictment would 
grow. “We do support an effort 
to document Iraqi war crimes, 
including those of Saddam 
Hussein.” Mr. Rubin said. 


Regent calls for bridging gap between 
scientific community, rest of public 


AMMAN (J.T. I — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 
Saturday underlined the 
importance of toe scientific 
dimension in toe present 
age for the benefit of 
national interests, stressing 
toe need for bridging the 
gap between the scientific 
community and the rest of 
toe Jordanian public. 

He underscored the role 
of science and knowledge, 
saying that the productive 
citizen is considered toe 
most precious asset in the 
country. 

The Regem was address- 


ing the speaker and mem- 
bers of the Lower House of 
Parliament during their 
visit to the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) where they 
inspected its various sec- 
tions and research units. 

The Regent underlined 
the importance for the rep- 
resentatives of the Jordan- 
ian people to acquaint 
themselves with scientific 
achievements in Jordan. He 
said such achievements 
require all out efforts in 
order to utilise science for 
the benefit of the country 
and to reaffirm commit- 
ment to scientific method- 


ology. 

“We ought to be constant- 
ly ready to renew these con- 
cepts within the context of 
development work in all 
pans of the Kingdom and in 
all provinces and con- 
stituencies,” said the 
Regent 

“We seek the best ways 
for developing our human 
resources in this country** 
toe Crown Prince added. 

Prince Hassan urged the 
Lower House members to 
integrate the objective leg- 
islation and consistent 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Algiers bomb wounds 5 near school 
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PARIS (R) — A bomb 
wounded five people Satur- 
■jj> when it exploded near a 
high school in Algiers. 
Algerian security forces said 
in j statement. 

The statement on the offi- 
cial Algerian news agency 
APS said the home-made 
bomb explixled at 7:45 a.m. 


near the school in Zonka 
street in Blrkhadem district, a 
southwestern suburb of 
Algiers. 

It did not say whether the 
wounded were schoolchild- 
ren nor who planted the 
bomb. 

Five schoolgirls were 
wounded in a similar bomb 


attack in Algiers 10 days ago. 

The government has 
blamed Islamist rebels for a 
spate of bombings and other 
violence in which thousands 
of civilians have been killed. 

Most of the bomb arracks 
base taken place in the capi- 
tal. Algiers, home to about 
3.5 million people. 


Saturday's bomb came as 
.Algeria was celebrating 
handicapped day. State-run 
radio slid on Saturday more 
than 5.000 children had been 
disabled because of the vio- 
lence. bringing to more than 
2.5 million the number of 
handicapped people in the 29 
million nation. 
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Algerian media hail U.S. envoy’s 
visit as Washington turnaround 


ALGIERS I AFP) — Alge- 
ria'-' media Saturday hailed a 
'Nil by a U.S. State Depart- 
ment official as a blow 
against mx years of Algerian 
terrorism and a ■sign of Wash- 
ington'* awakening interest 
in": he north African country. 

.Assistant Secretary of Suite 
for Ne;ir Eastern .Affairs Mar- 
■ in Indyk delivered a message 
from U.S. President Bill 
Clinton to his Algerian coun- 
terpart. Liamine Zeroual. 
state television said- 

in the message Mr. Indyk 
handed to Prime Minister 
Ahmad Ouyuhia. Mr. Clinton 
expressed “hope to see good 
relations develop between the 
tv. o countries.” the television 
■'aid. 

Mr. Zeroual is currently 
recovering in Geneva after 
Swjv< dolors operated on a 
blocked vein in his leg. 

Mr. Indvk's second day in 
Aiders coincided with a 
bomb blast in a school in the 
-with of the capital which left 
five people wounded- accord- 
ing to security forces. 


Witnesses said the explo- 
sion was relatively mild and 
no one was injured. 

Mr. Indyk arrived late Fri- 
. day from Tunisia on a north 
African tour that will also 
take in Morocco. 

He spent Saturday morning 
with Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Attaf talking about 
bilateral relations, the televi- 
sion said. 

In a press conference in 
Tunis. Mr. Indyk said the 
United States wants to help 
the Algerian authorities put 
an end to the bloodletting, 
and condemned the Islamists 
held responsible for mas- 
sacres. 

The assistant secretary of 
state's trip is the first to 
Algiers by a senior U.S. offi- 
cial since a visit by his prede- 
cessor Robert Pellelreau in 
1996. 

Stale radio said Thursday 
that Mr. Indyk's presence 
marked a turnaround in 
Washington's hands-olf 
approach to the Algerian gov- 
ernment's fight against terror- 


ism. 

It noted that condemnation 
of the .Armed Islamic Group 
<GIAi. blamed for most of 
the country's killings, had 
been heard several times in 
the U.S. Congress. 

Newspapers on the same 
day said the U.S. official's 
visit “coincides w ith a politi- 
cal environment favourable 
to a detente” between Wash- 
ington and Algiers. 

The State Department has 
said the tour was an “orienta- 
tion trip'' for Mr. Indyk. a for- 
mer ambassador to Israel. 

While the United States has 
repeatedly called for a peace- 
ful solution to the violence in 
Algeria, it has refrained from 
any major initiative in the 
region, in part so as not to 
irritate France. 

The State Department 
called for an international 
inquiry' into the massacres of 
Algerian civilians in January 
but was forced to withdraw 
its appeal after .Algiers com- 
plained of U.S. meddling in 
its internal affairs. 
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Turkish forces kill 38 Kurdish rebels 


ANKARA t.AFPi— Turk- 
ish forces killed 38 Kur- 
dish Labour Parly iPKK) 
militants in three’ days of 
fighting in the east and 
M>inhe.M of Turkey, local 
otriciuis reported Saturday. 

Three -oldiers were 
killed anti several wounded 
in the lighting which 
occurred in the regions of 
Simak. on the frontier 
between Syria and Iraq. 
Diyarbakir in the south- 
east. Tunceli and Bingol in 
the east, said a local offi- 


cial. 

This figure lakes to 78 
the number of PKK fight- 
ers killed in the clashes 
over the past week. 

Anatolia reported cm 
Monday that 40 PKK 
fighters’ had been killed in 
clashes with the army in 
the troubled southeast. 

The Turkish military fre- 
quently mounts operations 
in the east and southeast at 
this time of year in a bid to 
quash pockets of PKK 
guerrillas who use the win- 


ter months to marshal their 
resources. The PKK has 
been fighting since 19S4 
for an independent Kurdish 
state in the southeast of 
Turkey, where the popula- 
tion is mainly Kurd. The 
state would be on the bor- 
ders of Syria. Iran and 
Iraq. 

Over 29.000 people have 
been killed in the years of 
fighting, according to a 
recent toll announced in 
February by the authorities 
in Divarbakir. 


Ankara to ask Bonn to 
extradite former Islamist MP 


Ankara i.afpj — 

Turkey will ask Germany 
to extradite former Turkish 
r-riLmcn: member Sevki 
Yiin:.:/. charged in an 
warrant here with 
in -ailing the secular gov- 
ernment in speeches, the 
Anati'Jia news agency said 
Saturday. 

Mr. Vilma/. said to be in 
eviie m German;., had been 
expelled from Turkey's 
Kiam -based Welfare Party, 
P. ;!’ah. months before the 


party was dissolved by the 
Turkey’* constitutional 
court in January. 

“A court has jskec! my 
ministry, for extradition and 
when we complete our fiie. 
we will ask th e foreign 
ministry to ask Germany 
for extradition.” Turkish 
Justice Minister Oltan Sun- 
cur) u was quoted by Anato- 
lia as saying. 

Retail, the party of for- 
mer Prime ’ Minister 
Necmeuin Erbakan, was 


disbanded by the constitu- 
tional court. Turkey's high- 
est tribunal, on Jan. 1 6 after 
a lengthy triai which found 
it guilty of questioning the 
secular character of the 
government. 

The court's verdict, 
which took effect on Feb. 
22. dislodged Mr. Erbakan 
and four other Islamists 
deputies, including Mr. ^1!- 
maz. from parliament and 
banned them from politics 
for five vears. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
discussed ways to revive the 
deadlocked Middle East 
peace process with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
here Saturday', officials said. 

During their two-hour 
meeting. President Arafat 
and President Mubarak dis- 
cussed “the current crisis in 
the peace process and wavs 
to face the situation on the 
Palestinian. Arab and 
international levels." Egypt- 
ian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said. 

Mr. Musa placed the blame 
for the stalemate in the peace 
process on Israel and called 
on the Jewish state to abide 
by its signed agreements 
with the Palestinians. 

Mr. .Arafat is to leave on 
Sunday for Qatar’ to attend a 
meeting of Islamic foreign 
ministers. 

On his arrival here, he 
accused Israel of responsibil- 
ity for the new round of vio- 
lence in the occupied territo- 
ries where dozens of Pales- 
tinians have been wounded 
in dashes with Israeli troops 
and settlers since Tuesday. 

'The latest incidents ...to 
have rocked Jerusalem and 
Hebron show flagrant provo- 
cation on behalf of Israeli 
soldiers and settlers who 
have attacked Palestinian 
workers and civilians.” Pres- 
ident Arafat told reporters. 

The violence broke oui 
after Israeli soldiers opened 
fire on Tuesday on a van full 
of Palestinian labourers at a 
roadblock, killing three. 

On Thursday" President 
.Arafat said he was commit- 
ted to the peace process 
despite the latest wave of 
violence. 

Mr. Arafat also criticised 
Israel for turning its back on 
ail peace initiatives, includ- 
ing a European one. aimed at 
reviving die Middle East 
peace process. 

’Israel refuses all initia- 
tives. European. Arab. Russ- 
ian or .American, and refuses 
to implement the agreements 
which were struck between 
us and the former Israeli 
government." Mr. .Arafat 


HIZBOLLAH MARKS 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF RESOLUTION 425: Members of HMwUah burn the Israeli 
flag Saturday in Baalbek during a rally to mark the anniversary of U.N. Security Council Resolution 425, which 
called for Israel’s withdrawal from south Lebanon. Meanwhile, Syrian President Hafez Assad met with the top 
rank of the Lebanese government in Damascus to discuss an Israeli offer for withdrawal from the south of 
Lebanon (AFP photo) 


New Lebanese group claims attack on Israeli forces 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Lebanese Resistance 

Brigades, a militia claiming to 
group Lebanese of different 
faiths and politics, said Satur- 
day it had carried out a first 
military strike on Israeli posi- 
tions in south Lebanon. 

The group said in a state- 
ment that it had shelled the 


Israeli positions of Brasheet, 
Haddathah. and Suweida at 
dawn in Israel's self-declared 
“security zone.” causing 
“material damage and casual- 
ties among the enemy” 
Security" sources in the zone 
confirmed shelling in the 
areas of Brasheet and Had- 
dathah but reported no vic- 


tims or damage. 

In November, Hizboilah 
announced it would open its 
ranks to "all Lebanese" with- 
out requiring they belong to 
its movement- The group 
called on volunteers to con- 
tact it and undergo military 
training. 

Hizboilah. which spear- 


heads efforts to force Israeli 
troops from south Lebanon, 
said it wanted to include 
Lebanese of all religious and 
party affiliati ons so that “the- 
struggle against Israel” wogfcg 
not be monopolised by 3|| 
Lebanese Shiite communlra 
which is the majority poprajs 
tion in southern Lebanon. IK 


Egyptian, Sudanese FMs to meet in Cain 


CAIRO (AFP) — The foreign 
ministers of Egypt and Sudan 
will hold talks in the Egyptian 
capital later this month amid 
efforts to improve ties between 
the two countries. Sudan's new 
anihassador to Egypt said Satur- 
day. vili . A 
The meeting between Egypt- 
ian Foreign Minister .Amr Musa 
and Sudan's minister of foreign 
relations. Mustafa Osman 


Ismail, will take place in Cairo 
on March 23. Ambassador 
.Ahmad Abdulhalim Moham- 
mad told reporters. 

He was speaking after handing 
his credentials over to Mr. Musa 
at a meeting in the foreign min- 
istry. 

“Relations between Egypt and' 
Sudan are above all other con- 
siderations.” Mr. Mohammad 
said. 


Earlier this month Mr. Musa 
said Egypt would soon launch an 
initiative to find a solution to die 
crisis in Sudan. 

Meanwhile, the Sudanese gov- 
ernment daily-AJ Anbaa reported 
Saturday that Sudanese Presi- 
dent Omar Al Bashir telephoned 
President Mubarak on Friday to 
discuss efforts to improve rela- 
tions between the two countries. 

General Bashir and Mr. 


Mubarak “reviewed ways and 
means for overcoming standing 
issues and developing bilateral 
relations in a way that serves the 
interests of the two countries," AI 
Anbaa said. . .* •« 

Cairo and Khartoum starred in 
foe past few months to patch up 
"relations, which" hav&TfeaP 
strained since President Bashir’s 


•uihIjv i ruining pn^rana::* ■» 
/"hill list pn**>r.tmrtK s* sr-.-je 
‘iriththc i cited Nj!*ki * 1 :_L 


Islamist-led government came foV 


power in 1989. 


Rifai leaves for Sanaa to attend 
parliamentary union meeting 


Zhirinovsky arrives in Libya 


government. 

said. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Upper 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Zeid Rifai today leaves for 
Sanaa at the head of a delega- 
tion to take part in the 3 1st ses- 
sion of the Arab Parliamentary 
Union (APl'i. which will be 
held in the Yemeni capital 
from March 16- IS. 

The APU will discuss sever- 
al issues, including the role of 
parliamentarians in strength- 
ening Arab solidarity and in 
defending the holy .Arab city 
of Jerusalem against ail 
arzempts ro Judaise ir. It will 
also discuss means of pushing 
forward the /stalled Middle 
East peace process and Jilting 
the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 


ple. in addition to the draft 
inter-Arab security agreement 

Mr. Rifai and the accompa- 
nying delegation will also hold 
talks in Sanaa with the speak- 
er of the Yemeni consultative 
council and the lower house. 
Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani and 
Sheikh Abdullah Al Ahmar. 
respectively, on bilateral rela- 
tions and means of further 
strengthening relations in the 
parliamentary field. 

Mr. Rifai will be accompa- 
nied by senators Thouqan 
Hindawi. Rajai Dajani and 
Jawdat SbouL and deputies 
Yousef Shretdeh. Baijas 
Hadid. Mukhlid Zawahreh 
and Usama Milkavvi. 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Russ- 
ian ultra-nationalist leader 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
arrived in Libya on Satur- 
day at the head of a Russ- 
ian parliamentary delega- 
tion. the official Libyan 
news agency JANA report- 
ed. 

The agency quoted Mr. 
Zhirinovsky, a frequent 
visitor to Tripoli, as prais- 
ing Libya's experiment 
with “direct democracy." 

He said in a statement 
that “following the failure 
of communism and capi- 
talism. people are in 
search of a third way, the 
one found by Libya and 
which consists of practis- 
ing direct popular democ- 


racy." 

According to Mr. Zhiri- 
novsky. “several schools 
have opened in Russia for- 
the study of the third theo* 
ry and of the Green Book," 
of Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi. 

In the book. Colonel 
Qadhafi rejects both com- 
munism and capitalism 
and calls for “people 
power” exercised through 
“popular committees” rep- 
resented in a “general con- 
gress" which has the role 
of a parliament. 

The last visit by the 
Russian ultra-nationalist 
was Dec. 2B. During that 
visit he met with Col. 
Qadhafi. 
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Home News 


Draft elections law excludes proposed 
women’s parliamentary quota — Rashid 


By Francesca Ciriati 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The draft elec- 
tions law. to be submitted to 
Parliament later this month, 
maintains the current ethnic 
and religious quotas but it 
does not give in to activists’ 
demands for a women's 
quota, Minister of Interior 
Nathir Rashid said Saturday. 

“There will be no changes 
in the cuirent quota system," 
Mr. Rashid told the Jordan 
Times, refecting to the 12 
minority seats in the 80-. 
member Lower House. 

The current elections law 
allocates nine seats to Chris- 
tians — officially estimated 
at six per cent of the 4.3 nuL 
lion population, but unoffi- 
cially put at around three 
per cent — and three seats 
to Chechens and Circas- 
sians. 

Women’s groups united in 
favour of a temporary quota 
after none of the 17 women 


candidates in die last 
November's elections — 
including Toujan Faisal the 
only female deputy in Jor- 
dan's history — won a seat 

Activists have been press- 
ing the government to ear- 
mark 20 per cent of seats in 
Parliament for women, an 
idea rejected outright by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. 

Mr. Rashid added that the 
voting age will be lowered 
from 19 to 18. 

The government is expect- 
ed to submit the draft law to 
regulate the 2001 elections 
to the Lower House on Sun- 
day. 

The opposition, out of 
Parliament following its 
boycott of the last elections, 
protested that it should have 
been consulted on such a 
key piece of legislation. 

Twelve opposition parties, 
grouping Islamists, leftists, 
pan- Arabists and Ba'athists, 
decided not to take part in 


the last elections in protest 
against the 1994 peace 
treaty with Israel and what 
they termed as "a steady 
erosion of parliamentary 
authority.” 

They also cited the one- 
person, one-vote system, 
introduced as a temporary 
law in 1993 and endorsed 
by Parliament in early 1997, 
as one of the reasons behind 
their boycott 

The- mainly Islamist oppo- 
sition has long criticised the 
electoral formula as an 
attempt to reduce their par- 
liamentary representation. 

They argue that in a tribal 
society sucb as Jordan, vot- 
ers would cast their one bal- 
lot according to family con- 
siderations, rather than 
political affiliation. 

However, Mr. Rashid said 
the one-person, one-vote 
formula remains in the draft 
legislation. 

He also said Jordanian 
expatriates will not be able 


to cast their vote because 
there are neither enough 
embassies nor a large num- 
ber of citizens living abroad. 

A government source said 
that the draft will not 
increase the number of 
deputies and will maintain a 
ban on voting for army and 
police personnel a s well as 
members of the judiciary. 

The source, who asked not 
to be named, said voters will 
be allowed to cast their bal- 
lot at any polling station 
within their constituency “in 
order to make voting proce- 
dure as easy as possible.” 

According to the current 
law. voters must cast their 
ballot at the polling station 
where they are registered. 

The new draft law 
appoints a judicial body to 
supervise the elections, a 
key demand by the opposi- 
tion. 

Under the present law, the 
Ministry of Interior super- 
vises the ballot. 
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Jerusalem committee condemns Israeli 
court decision on Awqaf property 


AMMAN tJ.T.j — The 
Royal Committee for 
Jerusalem Affairs (RCJA) 
Saturday blasted a recent 
decision by the Israeli district 
court denying Islamic courts 
in the occupied Palestinian 
territories the right to issue or 
document title deeds of land 
and other property as pan of 
the “Islamic endowment,” 

RCJA Secretary General 
Abdullah Kanaan said the 
Israeli court decision “should 
not only be condemned but 
should be considered null 
and void in form and con- 
tent.” 

The Israeli court ruled in 
favour of Farhan Khadb. a 
Jerusalem citizen, who had 
appealed to the Israeli court 
to retrieve property he donat- 
ed to the Islamic Awqaf 
(Endowment) in 1981. 


The Islamic Awqaf Council 
in Jerusalem, which said 
Awqaf property cannot be 
given back or sold under 
Islamic law, warned that the 
measure indicates that Israel 
plans to take over Islamic 
property. 

Since 1 967, the Israeli 
courts have refrained from 
interfering in cases involving 
the Islamic Awqaf in Pales- 
tine, but the couir's decision 
is considered a precedent that 
would allow Israel in the 
future to take over. Islamic 
property in Palestine. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. Mr. 
Kanaan said the decision is 
illegal because it was passed 
by a court that has no juris- 
diction in Awqaf property 
affaijs. 

"The [Israeli] court's ruling 


constitutes a flagrant 
infringement on the Islamic 
court’s jurisdiction in the 
occupied Arab territories, 
where the Awqaf property is 
under the control of the Min- 
istry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affaire In Jordan,” stressed 
Mr. Kanaan. 

“The Israeli court decision 
is considered a violation of 
international laws and U-N. 
resolutions, which state that 
Israel should refrain from 
(along measures that would 
create religious, demograph- 
ic or other changes in the 
occupied Palestinian lands.” 
he added. 

Palestinians estimate that at 
least 90 per cent of the prop- 
erty' within the walls of the 
old city of Jerusalem is regis- 
tered religious endowment, 
both Islamic and Christian. 


Should the Israeli court 
decision be implemented 
they say, most of the proper- 
ty would become vulnerable 
to arbitrary decisions issued 
by the Israeli authorities. 

Mr. Kanaan said the ruling 
is part of the Jewish state's 
ongoing drive to Judaise the 
Arab city in total violation of 
peace treaties and accords 
and in contravention of 
international law. 

Mr. Kanaan said the world 
community should exercise 
pressure on Israel to prevent 
it from committing acts that 
would harm the cause of 
peace, security and stability 
in the region and to enable 
the Palestinian people to 
exercise their rights, includ- 
ing self-determination and 
the creation of an indepen- 
dent state, in their homeland 


Continued peace process deadlock will 



TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR CHILDREN OPENS: Hays Arts Centre Director Nabih 
Rival opera a two-day framing programme Saturday for children on the Convention of the 


in cooperation With the United Nations ChBdreri’s Fund (UNICEF) (Petra photo) 

... r 



2* 


FILMS H* 

* Cabati'film 
twiihsubti^mfei^g^Xa 
Institute, Cbvantcs^/ Jabal 


Ere” ar the fter^ Cukorat 
Cfcaire, J^al ^fc^dci eq 
Mcnday v Mareh 16; at 630 
and 8:30 pirn... 

C OteCESfC 7 

■ * “Vienna Classics'’ by 
Helmut . B.urkad at the - 
National Music Conservato- 
ry oa Monday.Mareh 16. it. 
6:00 pan. 

- LECTURE^ 

*. Open dialogue with 
artist Yousef- Baddawi, -ymb 
slides show, by Dr Mazea 
Asfbur aboiH the artist’s pa- 
sonalexperieq p e-Jai Dana Al 
Fun cm, JaBal WabckSi at 
ficOOfUBrV-; - •. ' . 

TBOETHmb Amman 
BALLET FESTIVAL^ 

* Jazz Workshop end 
Gisdie Ballet \ Workshop 
opening at Itt00aia;-1 1:00. 
am arid p 

pm. regaectivdyat thehtes^" 
English . School- KtaBa 
iTeL 55l7U W$b 

* Wod^bylkfc&aqJ ajnst 

SedtSq' r.'Ahmad; 'at 


Sheet •■SJE.5ft?Sa2^» i 
Pamfin^.by Sdeh Abti, 


Shincfr. 



to Ai : 

Defending. Association). 2.' iy<j 


dr«h 

-,-fc - ■■ # • . rr’ * 





Human rights training 
programme opens Tuesday 


AMMAN (J.T) — The Euro- 
pean Commission (EC) is 
sponsoring a regional training 
programme for trainees in the 
field of human rights with the 
aim of promoting a culture of 
human rights in the Arab 
Wodd by enlarging the foun- 
dation of Arab non-govern- 
mental organisations (NGOs) 
and ensuring their access to 
new communication and 
training techniques, according 
to a press statement by the EC 
delegation in Amman. 

The programme, funded by 
the EC’s MEDA Democracy 
Programme, will be carried 
out by (he Tbnis-based Arab 
Institute for Human Rights 
(AJHRX the statement said 
Saturday. 

The first phase of the pro- 
gramme will take place in 
Amman oa Tuesday, where 
participants representing 
NGOs from 1 2 Arab countries 
wiD identify training needs 
and objectives in the field of 
h uman r ig hts, die statement 
added. 

It said that in the long term, 
the programme aims to pro- 
mote H uman rights in Arab 
countries through the devel- 
opment of h uman and institu- 
tional resources of related 
NGOs and similar civil soci- 
ety institutions. 

In the short term, the state- 


ment added, the programme 
will form a team of trainers to 
assist the AIHR in the prepa- 
ration. presentation and evalu- 
ation of training programmes 
organised either by the insti- 
tute or by national NGOs. 
Throughout the programme, 
die circle of beneficiaries of 
human rights education and 
awareness training win con- 
tinue to be expanded. 

The Amman component is 
organised in collaboration 
with the Jordan chapter of the 
Arab Organisation of Human 
Rights, according to the state- 
ment. A follow-up phase will 
be held in Tunis in August 
1998, and the third and final 
evaluation phase is scheduled 
for February 1999 in Egypt 

The MEDA Democracy 
Programme was established 
in 1996 on the initiative of the 
European Parliament, follow- 
ing the November 1995 Euro- 
Mediterranean Conference in 
Barcelona. 

The aims are to apply the 
principles enshrined in die 
Barcelona Declaration on the 
Euro-Mediterranean Partner- 
ship. particularly in die politi- 
cal field. The programme also 
focuses .on support for mea- 
sures to promote democracy, 
the rule of law, civil and socio- 
economic rights and the pro- 
tection of vulnerable groups. 


Arab 
transport 
union opens 
meeting 
tomorrow 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Arab Union of Land Trans- 
port (AULT) board and gen- 
eral assembly will open a 
meeting in Amman tomorrow 
with the participation of 64 
delegates representing com- 
panies in 1 1 Arab countries. 

AULT Secretary General 
Ahmad Abul Saud said the 
delegates will review the 
union’s plan Of action, study a 
report on last year’ s activities, 
and elect a new 17-member 
board to serve for the next 
four years. 

The AULT, which was 
founded by the Council of 
Arab Economic Unity in 
1979, groups representatives 
of various land transport 
organisations in die Arab 
World as well as public sector 
companies in Jordan, Iraq. 
Syria. Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Libya. Tunisia, Lebanon, 
Kuwait, Palestine and Yemen. 

According to Mr Abul 
Saud. the union aims at coor- 
dinating the efforts of its 
members and providing them 
with assistance to promote 
land transport operations and 
facilitate the transportation of 
goods and travellers within 
Arab countries. 

The union provides exper- 
tise and helps land transport 
firms conclude bilateral and 
multilateral cooperation 
agreements for the purpose of 
achieving inter-Arab trans- 
port integration, he added 

Gting some examples of 
AULT activities. Ml Abul 
Sand said the union was 
instrumental in helping land 
transport companies in Jor- 
dan, Syria, Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia conclude agreements 
on coordinating their opera- 
tions in the past few years. 

The union has recently 
issued a “unified travel book" 
for vehicles' operating within 
Arab countries, be said, not- 
ing that the book will be sub- 
mined to the Arab Transport 
Ministers Council for 
approval and could be ready 
by early next year 


Annual ‘Francophonie Week’ 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan lanes 

AMMAN — A series of 
cultural events through 
March 20 will mark what 
has now become a yearly 
tradition since 1988 — the 
week of the “Francqpho- 
nie.” 

The term represents not 
only the countries where 
French is either the main 
language or is widely spo- 
ken, kit also all social 
groups and communities 
that speak it. even in coun- 
tries or areas where it is a 
third or a fourth language. 

At a press conference 
held last week, Bernard 
Bajolet, die French ambas- 


sador to Jordan, introduced 
the events of the week. Also 
present were Gian Federico 
Pedotti, the Swiss ambas- 
sador, Michael Molloy, the 
Canadian ambassador, and 
other diplomats, each of 
whom explained the role 
and importance of the 
French language in their 
respective country. 

The cultural week is 
organised by the French 
Cultural Centre in coopera- 
tion with the embassies of 
Bulgaria, Canada, Egypt, 
France, -Lebanon. Morocco, 
Romania, Switzerland and 
Tunisia. It is worth noting 
that despite the fact that 
French is not widely spo- 
ken in Jordan, it has won a 


particularly important place 
in schools and in the media, 
with substantial airtime on- 
the national radio and tele- 
vision networks. 

Moreover, the Higher 
Education Council decided 
in October 1996 to further 
strengthen the role of 
French in the Kingdom by 
making it an official option- 
al subject in the Tawjihi 
secondary e xamin ation. 

On Monday, Swiss writer 
Gaston Cherpillod will pre- 
sent a conference on his 
works. This event, as well 
as most of those of the 
week, will take place at 
Amman City Hall in Ras A1 
Ain. 

During the week. Belgian 


lead to further violence — Ensour 


AMMAN (Petra) — Acting 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour Saturday warned 
that the continued deadlock 
in the Middle East peace 
process is certain to lead to 
further tragedies in the 
occupied Palestinian territo- 
ries, which are currently 
witnessing violence trig- 
: gered by the killing of three 
Palestinian workers last 
Tuesday. 

In remarks to the Voice of 
Palestine Radio, Dr. Ensour 
said: “We in Jordan are 
sounding the alarm that 
patience is wearing thin, 
and unless the Israeli 
authorities declare their real 
intentions and unless they 
take practical and specific 
steps — not mere words to 
improve the image of the 
1 Israeli government — we 


fear that major incidents 
might take place in the 
occupied Arab territories.” 
“The Israeli government 
should realise that the Pales- 
tinian side cannot be con- 
tained and that the Palestini- 
ans must have real hope that 
would help put matters in 
perspective.” he added. 

Referring to His Majesty 
King Hussein's current visit 
to the U.S.. Dr. Ensour said 
the King will hold intensive 
talks with President Bill 
Clinton on reviving the 
peace process, which is fac- 
ing "serious difficulties.” 
"These efforts come upon 
the request of Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, 
who had asked the King to 
contribute toward this end in 
view of his strong ties with 
the U.S. administration and 


Congress ” according to Dr. 
Ensour. 

He noted the King's 
recent visits to several Arab 
countries and his talks with 
their leaders, as well as 
HRH Crown Prince H as- 
sail ’s trips to Ramallah and 
Tel Aviv, saying that it is 
important that the peace 
process be resumed and the 
commitments on the second 
stage of the Palestinian- 
Israeli accords be fulfilled 
to pave the way for the third 
phase. 

Dr. Ensour said King Hus- 
sein is fully informed on the 
difficulties in the occupied 
Palestinian lands and the 
escalation of violence on the 
pan of the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities against 
Palestinian citizens. 

The King will also discuss 


these issues with Mr. Clin- 
ton and other leaders in 
Washington, he added. 

As for the Iraq question. 
Dr. Ensour said the King 
will submit specific ideas 
but will not mediate 
between the two sides. 

“Our policy in Jordan is 
not to mediate between 
Arab and foreign states, 
since the Kingdom is natu- 
rally biased toward solving 
our Arab brothers' problems 
regardless of their nature." 
he said. 

He said the U.S. has sup- 
ported the recent U.N.-Iraq 
accord on weapons inspec- 
tions, "and this bodes well 
and gives us hope that the 
King~s talks in the U-S. will 
focus on easing the tension 
that had escalated in the past 
few months.” 


Ma’an deputies threaten to resign 


over ongoing security activities in city 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Lower House 
deputies from the southern 
govemorate of Ma’an Satur- 
day said they plan to resign 
if security agencies did not 
stop harassing their con- 
stituents following last 
month’s pro-Iraq unrest. 

"Most families in Ma'an 
are living a nightmare 
because of the daily threats 
from the various security 
agencies” said Walid Awa- 
jan, one of three Ma’an 
deputies in the 80-seat 
House. 

“Though the unrest is over, 
mass arrests are continuing 
each day and police vehicles 
are present on all roads lead- 
ing to the city,” he told the 
Jordan Tunes. 

"We, the deputies of 
Ma’an, have agreed that if 
we are not able to do some- 
thing for our people there, 
then we might resign,” Dr. 
Awajan said 

The two other Ma'an 
deputies, Ahmad Khatab 
and Nayif Abu Hlalah, were 
not immediately available 
for comment on his remarks. 

On Feb. 28, the govern- 
ment lifted a six-day curfew 
and pulled the army out of 
Ma’an after violent protests 


kicks off 

artist Paul de Gobert will 
create an original and large 
mural fresco comprising 30 
windows, based on a blend 
of Jordanian and French 
landscapes. A tales illustra- 
tion competition for school- 
children has also been 
organised and the winner 
will receive his or her prize 
on Friday at a special cere- 
mony at Amman City Hall. 

French and Canadian 
films will also be shown, 
and Iasi but not least, the 
celebrated French jazz trio 
Emmanuel Bex will per- 
form Sunday at the M6ridi- 
en Hotel. Bex is a specialist 
of the famous “Hammond” 
organ sound. 


over U.S. threats to bomb 
Iraq. One man, Mohammad 
Abdullah Kateb, 22. was 
killed in the unrest and over 
20 others, mostly police- 
men. were injured. 

Despite the army pullout, 
the government maintained 
a heavy security presence to 
guard against possible vio- 
lence. 

The government said 
Kateb was shot from behind 
by a rioter, a charge denied 
by Ma'an residents who 
insisted that he was killed 
when police opened fire at 
the demonstrators. 

During the week-long cur- 
few, the army carried out 
house-to-house searches and 
seized over 500 weapons. 

Government sources said 
that of the over 200 people 
arrested on suspicion of 
inciting and taking pan in 
the unrest 18 remained in 
detention pending trial by 
the State Security Court. 

"Every day we have peo- 
ple arrested in the city for no 
reason” said Dr. Awajan, 
adding that the arrest war- 
rants were issued by the 
court. 

In addition. Dr. Awajan 
said the names of 72 others 
have been kept on a police 
list and they could be arrest- 
ed at any time. 


"Ironically, some names 
on this list belong to people 
who passed away in 1996 
and 1994" he said 

“We believe that the whole 
thing is a matter of settling 
scores." he said. 

The government has 
denied such charges and said 
it was working within the 
boundaries of law. 

Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid Saturday said he was 
not aware of any such arrests 
and stressed that even if they 
took place, his ministry was 
not involved 

“The interrogation process 
of those who were arrested 
is going on," he said “But if 
any arrests took place in the 
past few days, it might be for 
judicial reasons or upon 
orders from the court." Mr. 
Rashid told the Jordan 
Times. 

But Mr. Awajan charged 
that Mr. Rashid was behind 
(he new' security campaign 
against the city. 

‘The interior .minister is 
escalating the situation. He 
is responsible for what is 
happening” Mr. Awajan 
said. 

“Every family in Ma’an 
feels that they are targeted 
by security authorities. We 
do not feel secure.” he 
explained 


Dr. Awajan said it was dif- 
ficult to say how many peo- 
ple remained in detention 
because "we have people 
who are arrested everyday 
and houses that are searched 
every now and then." 

"Our demands are clear,” 
he said "We want all 
detainees to be released we 
want an end to mass arrests 
and to the campaign against 
the city” Dr. Awajan said. 

The government, respond- 
ing to directives issued by 
King Hussein, last week 
released 29 detainees. 

Meanwhile, the head of 
the Lower House Public 
Freedoms Committee. 
Mohammad Azyadeh. said 
at least 15 Ma’an residents 
were arrested over the past 
three days. 

Mr. Azyadeh, a deputy 
representing the Madaba 
govemorate, said his com- 
mission received informa- 
tiefn from Ma’an deputies 
that the new arrests occurred 
a day after the 29 detainees 
were released form Zarqa’s 
Berain jail. 

He and several deputies 
will visit the jail Sunday to 
examine the conditions of 
“political detainees" held 
there, especially those held 
in connection with the 
Ma’an riots. 


talks with Dutch officials on 
March 18 and 19 on ihe 
development of water 
resources. The Dutch govern- 
ment is currently financing 
two studies on Middle East 
regional cooperation in water 
affairs, which are expected to 
be completed in the second 
half of this year. 

The Council formed a dele- 
gation to be led by the chair- 
man of the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) to take 
part in an international meet- 
ing on development of public 
administration systems, due 
to open in Denmark on April 
23. 

The CSC is charged with 
recruiting employees and 
workers for the public sector’s 
ministries and departments. 


Cabinet approves $55m World Bank loan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Satur- 
day approved a S55 million 
World Bank loan to finance 
the management and develop- 
ment of the country’s water 
and sewage systems. 

A statement issued after the 
meeting said the project aims 
at making more water 
resources available and dis- 
tributing water more effec- 
tively around the country. 

During Saturday's regular 
session, the Council decided 
to reallocate JD413.000 from 
Ministry of Planning funds to 
finance an infrastructure plan 
in the Pena region, the devel- 
opment of the Karak Castle 
area, and a tourist bus termi- 
nal in Jerash. The funds will 
also finance a project to con- 


■ trol floods in the Petra region 
and road networks in the adja- 
cent Taybeh and Wadi Mousa 
regions. 

the Cabinet approved Jor- 
dan's participation in the Arab 
schools sports tournament, 
which is due to be held in 
Rabat from Sept 5 to 15. and 
participation in an 
international conference on 
customs to be held in Brussels 
between March 16 and 31. 

The Council of Ministers 
approved the formation of a 
delegation led by the Civil 
Aviation Authority t'CAA) 
director general to conduct 
talks in Ireland between 
March IS and 21 on air trans- 
port between Jordan and Ire- 
land. The meeting also 
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China, S. Korea meet 
ahead of peace talks 


Jordan limes, Sunday, March 15, 1998 


GENEVA (AFP) — 
Delegates from China and 
South Korea met here 
Saturday to prepare for 
talks with North Korea and 
the United States later in 
the day ahead of formal 
four-party negotiations. 

The delegates made no 
statements before the start 
of the meeting which was 
held in a building provided 
by Switzerland, the host 
country. 

The. North Koreans were 
expected to arrive in 
Geneva around noon, 

informed sources said. 

The four-nation meeting 
Saturday afternoon was to' 
prepare for formal talks to 
be held in Geneva Monday. 

U.S. and North Korean 
officials have qualified as 
"useful" and “positive" 
preparatory peace talks that 
were held in Berlin Friday. 

An historic first session 
between the four belliger- 
ents in the 1950-53 conflict 
was held in Geneva last 


December, beginning a 
process aimed at reaching a 
peace accord to replace the 
1953 armistice which never 
formally ended the war. 

A joint statement follow- 
ing that session said the 
parties had “successfully 
inaugurated the negotiating 
process to achieve a perma- 
nent peace on the Korean 
Peninsula ... in a cordial 
and productive atmos- 
phere.” 

The China-South Korea 
meeting here Saturday was 
originally to have been held 
in Beijing last month, but 
was cancelled after the 
change of government in 
Seoul when former dissi- 
dent Kira Dae- Jung was 
elected president. 

Mr. Kim favours rap- 
prochement with the north 
and resumption of direct 
dialogue between the two 
Koreas * following an 
abortive initial attempt in 
1994. 

Seoul has promised to 


deliver 50,000 tonnes of 
much-needed cereals to the 
north, in the throes of a 
crippling three-year famine 
caused by drought and 
floods. 

Washington recently 
made known it would pro- 
pose, at Monday's four- 
paity talks, confidence- 
building measures as a first 
step towards reducing ten- 
sions between North and 
South, which still clash in 
isolated border skirmishes. 

At Friday's meeting in 
Berlin, U.S. and North 
Korean delegates went over 
bilateral dossiers, particu- 
larly that of the export of 
North Korean missiles. 

Missile export negotia- 
tions were broken off by 
Pyongyang last August and, 
despite talks in New York 
in November, were never 
resumed. 

North Korea for its part 
wants the U.S. to lift post- 
war economic sanctions 
imposed 48 years ago. 


Clinton avoided old 
Mend for fear of press 


WASHINGTON (R) — Bill 
Clinton avoided a childhood 
friend for years after he 
became president because he 
was worried that their story 
would be sold to a tabloid 
magazine, according to court 
papers. 

Contradictory accounts of 
the relationship came to light 
Friday in court documents 
released by lawyers for Paula 
Jones, who is suing Mr. 
Clinton for sexual harass- 
ment 

The friend, Dolly Kyle 
Browning, said in a declara- 
tion that she and Mr. Clinton 
met when she was 11. went 
to high school together and 
had sex occasionally 
between the mid-1970s and 
January 1992, when Mr. 
Clinton took office. 

Mr. Clinton, in his own 
account said he had avoided 
her because in 1992 she 
declined to deny a story that 
Star magazine was planning 
to print about their relation- 
ship. 

When they met again at a 
school reunion in 1994. Ms. 
Browning seemed angry 
with him for ignoring her 
advances over the years and 
he was worried by her agitat- 
ed behaviour. Mr. Clinton 
said. 

Mr. Clinton, who was gov- 
ernor of Arkansas until 1992, 
was also worried she might 
be serious about writing a 
book about a woman who 
has a love affair with a south- 
ern governor. 

Patching together the two 
accounts, which vary on 
many key points, it appears 
that Mr. Clinton and Ms. 
Browning were good friends 
until the 1992 presidential 
campaign. * 

They exchanged letters and 
she sent Mr. Clinton small 
presents. She said they met 
from time to time and some- 
times had sex. 

The rift came during the 
campaign after reporter Peter 
Williams of Star called her 
for information about the 
relationship. She asked 
advice of her brother, who- 
was working for Mr. 
Clinton’s campaign in New 
Hampshire at the time. 

She never got through to 
Mr. Clinton and her brother. 
Walter Kyle, advised her to 
deny unspecified aspects of 
the story. "Finally 1 said look, 
if Billy (Clinton) wants me to 


deny the story, ail he has to 
do Ls get on the phone and 
personally ask me to deny the 
last thirty years of my life,” 
she said. 

"You might record the con- 
versation.” she quoted her 
brother as replying. “He said: 
‘If you cooperate with him 
(Williams), we will destroy 
you.'." she added. Mr. 
Clinton never called. 

Mr. Clinton, writing about 
his meeting with Ms. 
Browning at the reunion two 
years later, said: “I explained 
to Doily that I hadn’t called 
back because 1 knew her hus- 
band was trying to peddle 
.some false story about us to a 
■tabloid... she hadn't ‘told the 
tabloid that the story was 
false.” 

"I said that later I had seen 
a copy of a letter she wrote 
telling the tabloid not to pub- 
lish the story because it was 
false and that 1 appreciated 
that,” he added. 

But Mr. Clinton did not feel 
he had appeased Ms. 
Browning at the reunion 
meeting. “She kept chewing 
me out for not calling her 
back and not trusting her.” he 
said. 

“I pointed out how we had 
been friends since she was a 
young girl... she basically 
said she didn’t want me to be . 
her friend and she was mad at 
me because I hadn't been her 
lover.” 

Mr. Clinton wrote a careful 
account of the conversation a 
few days later in case any- 
thing came of it. "I just 
thought for my protection 
when l saw the kind of look 
she had in her eyes and the 
way she was behaving... I 
wasn’t paranoid like this 
until things like this 
occurred," he said. 

Mr. Clinton said aide 
Marsha Scotr listened to the 
whole conversation and 
endorsed in writing Mr. 
Clinton's account. Ms. 
Browning said the conversa- 
tion was private because of 
the loud music, although two 
bodyguards may have caught 
some words. 

Ms. Browning said that 
after the reunion meeting she 
and Mr. C?linton reached a 
deal through intermediaries. 
“The ‘deal’ was that I agreed 
not to tell the true story about 
our relationship if he would 
not tell any lies about me,” 
she said. 


Times joins 
criticisms 
of ‘filthy’ 
British 
capital 

LONDON (AFP) — 
London's “cool Britannia” 
image is being severely tar- 
nished by its filthy streets. 
The Times reported 
Saturday. 

The paper, citing a new 
tourist guide to London by 
the Lonely Planet said the 
contrast with cities in conti- 
nental Europe was depress- 
ing. 

“Few other big cities are 
as dirty.” 

The tourist guide book, 
often referred to as the back- 
packers’ bible, described the 
British capital as dirty, 
expensive and a victim of its 
own “cool Britannia" hype. 

It said Oxford Street had 
“spivvy shopfront salesmen 
offering dubious bargains." 
Piccadilly Circus was “fume 
choked and pretty uninter- 
esting,” and a nightingale 
would be unlikely to be 
heard singing in Berkeley 
Square because of the traffic 
(tin. 

It described restaurant 
prices as “absolutely horrif- 
ic''. It also condemned the 
capital's “litter-strewn 
streets" and said the under- 
ground rail network can turn 
into a black hole in summer. 

The Times said in an edi- 
torial that many of the 
guide's criticisms hit home, 
even though London wel- 
comed more than 13 million 
tourists a year despite its cli- 
mate, cuisine and the 
strength of sterling. 

It said the underground 
was crowded, fetid and in 
desperate need of cash. It 
said pedestrians were 
choked with traffic fumes 
and gourmets with the size 
of restaurant bills. “And 
London surpasses all other 
capitals in one dismal 
respect, it is filthy” the 
paper added 

‘The contrast with conti- 
nental Europe was depress- 
ing... Few other big cities 
are as dirty. 

London's stonework may 
be golden, "but the tourist 
treads historic trails through 
grime that bas lain there as 
long,” it added. 
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A militar y jury acquitted Sgt. Maj. Gene McKinney, 
formerly the U.S. Array's highest-ranking enlisted sol- 
dier, of all but one of 19 court-martial charges he faced. 
McKinney, sjhown speaking to reporters outside his 
lawyer’s office in Alexandria on May 7, 1997, with his 
wife Wilhemina, was found guilty oo one count of 
obstructing justice but not guilty of all the others, 
including all the sexual misconduct charges (Reuters 
photo) 

Former top army 
soldier gets mixed 
verdict in sex case 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
military jury handed down a 
mixed verdict Friday in the 
sexual misconduct case of 
the army’s former top enlist- 
ed soldier, finding him guilty 
of obstruction of justice but 
not of sexually harassing or 
assaulting female service 
members. 

The eight member panel 

— six men and two women 

— cleared Sergeant Major 
Gene McKinney, die first 
African American promoted 
to the post, of all but one of 
the 19 charges brought 
against him. 

After three days of deliber- 
ation, the jury found Mr. 
McKinney "wrongfully 
impeded the criminal inves- 
tigation” when he uiged one 
of his accusers. Staff 
Sergeant Christine Fetrow, to 
tell army investigators that 
there was “no inappropriate- 
ness at all" in his behaviour 
with her. 

Ms. Fetrow, who alleged 
Mr. McKinney grabbed and 
propositioned her in his 
locked Pentagon office, tape- 
recorded the telephone con- 
versation at the request of 
array investigators, provid- 
ing the prosecution the only 
concrete evidence of wrong- 
doing. 

But the jury rejected 18 
other counts against Mr. 
McKinney, including adul- 
tery, assault and sexual 
harassment charges. 

The sentencing phase of 
the trial begins Monday. The 
obstruction of justice charge 
carries a maximum sentence 
of five years in prison, for- 
feiture of pay, reduction in 
rank to private and a dishon- 
ourable discharge. 

The verdict is an awkward 
one for the army, which was 
embarrassed by allegations 
against Sgt. Maj. McKinney 
but aggressively pursued 
them at a time when the ser- 
vice was under fire for a 
major sex scandal involving 
drill sergeants and female 
recruits at its training 
schools. 

The army said it was 
"inappropriate’' to comment 
on the McKinney verdict 
until the sentencing phase of 
the trial was completed. 


During the five-week trial, 
the panel was given radically 
contrasting portrayals of the 
47-year-old McKinney. 

In the defence's portrait, 
Sgt Maj. McKinney was a 
29-year veteran who 

climbed out of poverty to 
scale the heights of the' U.S. 
military establishment only 
to find himself wrongfully 
accused by vengeful 

females. 

To the prosecution, Sgt. 
Maj. McKinney was a man 
who once be got to the top 
abused his position of power 
to pressure women for sex. 

Six women, all of them 
white and all but one of less- 
er rank, came forward to 
accuse Mr. McKinney of 
sexual misconduct. 

They told of crude 
advances, of being groped 
and kissed. of Mr. 
McKinneys extravagant 
boasts of sexual prowess, 
and of his using the death of 
his 18-year-old son to gain 
sympathy. Ail but one fend- 
ed off the sergeant major’s 
advances. 

Sergeant Christine Roy 
claimed she had sexual inter- 
course with Mr. McKinney 
under pressure at his official 
residence at a time when she 
was seven months pregnant 

‘This case is about abuse 
of power," said Lieutenant 
Colonel Michael Child, the 
army prosecutor, in his clos- 
ing arguments Tuesday. “It’s 
about the highest enlisted 
soldier in the army abusing 
the power and responsibility 
that were given to him.” 

Mr. McKinney’s lawyer, 
Charles Girons, emphasised 
Sgt. Maj. McKinney’s previ- 
ously unblemished record of 
achievement, a rise from 
poor roots to a post that 
made him the adviser on 
enlisted affairs to the army 
chief of staff. 

“In military law, character 
does count and character 
alone may be enough to 
cause reasonable doubt,” he 
said in his closing argument 
Mr. Gittins, who attacked 
the credibility and character 
of Sgt Maj. McKinney’s 
accusers during the trial 
called them “liars, cheats and 
admitted frauds.” 


Taiwan China Airlines offers record compensation for crash victims 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan’s 
China Airlines (CAL) has 
offered eight million Taiwan 
dollars ($250,000) compensa- 
tion to each of the victims 
killed In the island's worst air 
disaster last month, company 
Spokesman Steve Yang said. 

Coupled with 8OJ0OO Taiwan 
dollars of “condolence money" 
and funeral fees paid to the rel- 
atives of the 203 people who 
died, the total amount will 
mark the highest compensation 
for a Taiwan air disaster. 

“China Airlines has demon- 
strated the highest sincerity to 


the relatives of those died in the 
crash" by offering such a large 
amount of compensation. Mr. 
Yang said. 

A CAL Airbus passenger 
plane ploughed into a row of 
civilian houses outside Chiane 
Kai-Shek International Airport 
on Feb. 16 killing 182 passen- 
gers and 14 crew on board as 
well as six people on the 
ground. 

The 14 crew were not includ- 
ed in the offer because the air- 
line has another compensation 
system for employees who 
died at work. Mr. Yang added. 


Mr. Yang said there had been 
no immediate objection or 
approval from relatives who 
joined airline officials in a first 
round of negouatioas for com- 
pensation. 

“If there is any objection to 
the offer, we will continue talk- 
ing to the relatives,” Mr. Yang 
said. 

But one relative. U Feng- 
Mao. who attended the negoti- 
ations, voiced discontent at the 
offer saying representatives of 
the families of the victims were 
to form a self-help group to 
fight for their rights and bene- 


fits. 

The cause of the fatal crash 
remains to be determined but 
the government has demanded 
that CAL take action to 
upgrade safety. 

Tuesday, the Transportation 
and Communications Ministry 
asked the former flag-carrier to 
lay off 71 officials, including 
Honorary Chairman Wu Yueh. 
three senior flight security offi- 
cials, and advisors from here 
and abroad. 

The Civil Aeronautics 
Administration (CAA) last 
week announced the .creation 


of a special task force to direct 
and supervise CAL reforms. 

"The special task force 
would slay with China Airlines 
for at least one year to conduct 
daily reviews and inspections 
of the company safety con- 
trols.” CAA Director-General 
Tsai Tui said. 

CAL’ s turnover for 1997 was 
expected to rise 5.7 per cent to 
55.8 billion Taiwan dollars 
($1.69 billion). 

Local analysts said it was 
“unlikely" the company would 
meet the targeted $65.8 billion 
for 1998 after the disaster. 


Britain’s Conservatives slam 

* 

embassy invite for Sinn Fein 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's opposition 

Conservatives have criti- 
cised a decision to invite 
Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams to a British embassy 
lunch in Washington mark- 
ing Saint Patrick's Day on 
March 17, reports said 
Saturday. 

A British government 
source said Friday that the 
embassy would play host to 
parties from both sides of 
the Northern Ireland divide 
ax the lunch. 

The invitation by new 
Ambassador Christopher 
Meyer is the first for Sinn 
Fein, the IRA’s political 
wing, from die embassy and 
is an indication of the new 
spirit of reconciliation 
between Sinn Fein and 
London, according to the 
source. 

However Andrew 

Mackay, the Conservatives' 
Northern Ireland 

spokesman, said the invita- 
tion was “regrettable” The 
limes said in its Saturday 


edition. 

“What message will this 
invitation give to the people 
of America when it is 
known that Sinn Fein IRA 
are using the Adams trip to 
raise funds from America?” 
Mr. Mackay asked. 

He suggested the ambas- 
sador was acting on the 
“instructions of bis political 
masters.” 

Downing Street officials 
had earlier said the decision 
was taken by die ambas- 
sador and was “a decision 
with which we entirely 
agree. We would expect all 
parties involved in foe talks 
process to be treated equal- 
ly with regard to the Sl 
P atrick’s Day event.” 

In die past. -the British 
embassy in Washington has 
pressured the United States 
to. refuse Adams visas to 
prevent him visiting on 
fund-raising and publicity 
trips. 

But since the IRA 
declared a ceasefire in July, 
allowing Sinn Fein to meet 


a condition of non-violence 
and enter the current talks 
on Northern Ireland’s 
future, Sinn Fein has visited 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
three times. 

Such encounters were the 
first meetings between a 
British premier and Sinn 
Fein in Downing Street 
since 1921. 

Saint Patrick's Day — 
honouring Ireland's patron 
saint — is celebrated by tbe 
Irish across the world. 

This time, representatives 
of all participants in the 
peace process are invited to 
die White House for a party, 
attended by President Bill 
Clinton. British Northern 
Ireland Minister Mo 
Mowlam was expected to 
attend that gathering. 

Sinn Fein was recently 
excluded for two weeks 
from the talks after the IRA 
was linked to two recent 
murders. The party was 
allowed back in from 
Monday and is expected to 
rejoin oo March 23. 


Armenia’s election 
also-rans ... or kingmakers 


YEREVAN (AFP) — 
Presidential hopefuls 
Vazgen Manukian and 
Sergei Badalian are unlikely 
to taste glory in Armenia’s 
looming election, but their 
influence will not end when 
the polls close Monday 
evening, analysts believe. 

Although Mr. Manukian. 
a former prime minister and 
perennial presidential can- 
didate. and Communist 
Party candidate Mr. 
Badalian figure among the 
also-rans, they both repre- 
sent significant slices of tbe 
electorate.. which „ , cqufo 
make the. difference should 
the elections go to a^ecqnd 
round. 

Monday's vote is likely to 
favour acting President 
Robert Kocharian and 
Soviet-era chief Karen 
De mire hi an, but if neither 
candidate scores more than 
50 per cent of the vote in a 
first round featuring 12 can- 
didates, a second round run- 
off will bring the two 
together in a head-to-head. 

“For me it is a question of 
Kocharian or Demirchian,” 
said Nordig, a taxi driver, 
expressing a sentiment 
common in the capital. “I 
will make up my mind in 
the next few days.” 

Mr. Manukian. 51. who 
stood against former presi- 
dent Levon Ter-Petrossian 
in the last presidential elec- 
tions that ended with furi- 
ous fraud allegations and 
tanks on the streets of 


Yerevan, is seen as the can- 
didate of the Armenian 
intelligentsia and dissident 
movement 

A former dissident him- 
self — he spent time in 
Moscow’s notorious 

Matrosskaya Tishina prison 
— his platform is almost 
identical to that of 
Karabakh . war-hero 
Kocharian. 

But Mr. Manukian. who 
had to flee into hiding after 
the explosive 1996 election, 
is also viewed as the perpet- 
ual opposition candidate, 
only,# his^esj. when taking, 
a stand, against an issue.. 

“Yazgeg, is not seen to be 
a leaderby the people ” said 
one Western diplomat. “He 
is best in the opposition ” 

Since Mr. Manukian’s 
constituency is very, similar 
to Mr. Kocharian’s, his 
votes could be crucial if the 
presidential polls proceed to 
a second round run-off. 

“It can’t be ruled out that 
Manukian will give his 
votes to Kocharian in tbe 
second round, but he will 
not do this yet because each 
of the four, candidates 
believes in his own 
chances,” said political ana- 
lyst Artur Bagdasarian. 

Mr. Badalian, a physicist 
by training who bas headed 
up the Armenian 
Communist Party since 
1994, has not budged much 
from a distant fourth in the 
opinion polls. 

His candidacy, which 


enjoys the endorsement of 
Russian Communist leaders 
Gennady Zyuganov and 
Gennady Seleznyov, has 
demonstrated tbe same lack 
of imagination as his televi- 
sion advertisement: drab 
documentary footage of 
Armenia during Soviet 
times with the Armenian 
Soviet anthem playing in 
the background. Mr. 
Badaiian suffers in compar- 
ison to the verve and charis- 
ma of his main rival, former 
Armenian Communist Party 
chief Demirchian. who has 
attracted the votes of those 
Armenians longing for a 
. seemingly . better. Soviet 
past. 

The Armenian 

Communists have refused 
to support the former Soviet 
chieF s candidacy. 

“He’s a traitor to our 
party, a political Judas who 
has just recently arrived on 
the political scene,” said 
Mr. Badarian at a recent 
campaign rally. 

But should the vote go to 
a second round, those who 
cast their ballots for Mr. 
Badarian could throw their 
weight behind Demirchian, 
despite the wishes of the 
party leadership. 

The March 16 polls were 
called in Armenia after Mr. 
Ter-Petrossian resigned 
early last month as support 
for his policies on the 
Armenian-populated Azeri 
enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh crumbled. 


Court finds Russian youth 
guilty of six murders 


VERSAILLES, France 
(AFP) — A French juve- 
nile court early Saturday 
found a Russian youth, 
AJexi Polevoi, guilty of the 
1995 murders of his mil- 
lionaire father and five oth- 
ers and sentenced him to 
eight years in prison. 

The verdict was 
announced in open court 
shortly before 1:00 a.m. 
(0000 GMT) after three 
hours of deliberation. 

The prosecutor, Sylvie 
Lotteau, had demanded a 
sentence of 18-20 years. 

Polevoi, 19, was found 
guilty after a 10-day closed 
door trial that raised ques- 
tions on possible Russian 
mafia involvement in the 
killin gs. 

Lawyers acting for 
Pofovoi expressed their 
“incomprehension" of both 
the finding and the sen- 
tence. 

“For someone who is 
innocent, eight years in 
prison is unacceptable," 
said one of his lawyers, 
Henri Leclerc. 

The youth was 16 when 
he initially confessed to 
shooting his father 
Yevgeny, his stepmother 
and four other Russians in 
the rich western Paris sub- 
urb of Louveciennes. 

But several months later 


he gave investigators a dif- 
ferent version. He said tbe 
killings were “guided” by a 
mysterious hooded “man 
in black” seeking “a red 
file” who forced him to fin- 
ish off his father and 
warned him against talk- 
ing, saying: “See what 
we’re capable of.” 

Defence lawyers also 
brought in a series of char- 
acter witnesses and argued 
that the theory of a mafia 
link was strengthened after 
Alexi’s uncle Dimitri was 
shot dead ten months later 
in Belarus. 

The argument was dis- 
missed by prosecutors as 
'•fantasist” 

Described as one of the 
worst . killings in contem- 
porary French criminal his- 
tory. the case seized media 
attention, with commenta- 
tors and even a recent book 
speculating the Russian 
mafia may be at play. 

Polevoi, who has been 
behind bars for three years 
waiting trial, was detained 
after • saying be gunned 
down the six because he 
was “treated like a dog" 
and not allowed to see 'an 
older girlfriend. 

In the plush Polevoi 
household, police on the 
night of Feb. 27 found the 
bodies of Yevgeny Polevoi, 


a 42-year-old rich Russian 
businessman with high- 
level connections in the ex 
Soviet Union, his 40-year- 
old wife Ludmilla, her par- 
ents, Fedor, a retired Red 
Army general aged 67, and 
his wife Zinaida, 65, and 
friends, Slava, 48, and 
Olga, 43. 

They were shot with a 
.22-calibre rifle, a 
Kalashnikov and a 
revolver. 

Alexi's three-year-old 
half-sister was found safe 
and sound asleep in bed. 

Among questions raised 
by commentators and his 
lawyers are how the 
teenager could successful- 
ly eliminate so many peo- 
ple with the weapons. 
Slava was a former KGB 
agent Yevgeny a big and 
powerful man. The grand- 
parents' door had been bro- 
ken down before their mur- 
der. 

Police said that after exe- 
curing the family, the 
■ teenager drove into Paris 
and spent time with a pros- 
titute before alerting the 
police. 

Alexi was enrolled in top 
schools, with 
10,000 francs ($2,000) in 
monthly pocket money and 
his own flat and credit 
card. 
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World News 



U.S. helicopter pilot Hugh Thompson (left) and door gunner Lawrence Colburn are 
surrounded by schoolchildren daring a visit to My Lai village in Vietnam. Thompson 
and Colburn were awarded the prestigious Soldier’s Medal for placing themselves 
between the rampaging American troops and civilians in the South Vietnamese vil r 
iage of My Lai on March 16, 1968 daring the Vietnam war (Reuters photo) 
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MY LAI. Vie tnam (Rj — 
Bewilderment, reigned and 
tears flowed Saturday as 
people from both sides of 
the 1968 My Lai massacre 
revisited the site, stirring 
memories of one of the 
Vietnam war's most shock- 
ing incidents. 

“It’s rewarding (to be 
back), it's happy, and it’s 
very sad.” said Hugh 
Thompson, pilot of a U.S. 
helicopter whose crew tried 
to halt the carnage on that 
day. “I've come close to 
breaking down twice today 
and I don't want to do that, 
but I can't control it” 

CapL Thompson, 51, 
together with his fonner 
door gunner Lawrence 
Colburn, were brought 
back by a U.S. television 
network this weekend to 
commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of the massacre 
here — an event- widely • 
viewed as one of the most 
shameful in American mili- " 
tary history. 

On the morning of March 
16, 1968, as hundreds of 
villagers were being 
slaughtered beneath them. 


the two men swooped down 
to place their chopper 
directly in the line of fire 
between the marauding GIs 
and fleeing civilians. 

Together with a col- 
league, who died a few 
weeks later, they loaded 
people on to the chopper 
and flew them to safety, hi 
the carnage below some 
500 other civilians had 
been killed. 

“There were too many 
helicopters in the sky. I did- 
n’t even dare to look up,” 
said Phan Thi Nhanh, one 
of those who was rescued 
from the bloodbath. “1 
knew about war, but on that 
day everything suddenly 
rushed into chaos. It was aU 
out of control.” 

Ms. Nhanh, who at the 
time was just 14 years old. 
said she feared being delib- 
erately thrown from the 
- helicopter -into’ the- sea. • 
Instead she was returned to 
her village later in' the' day, , 
where for the first time she 
realised the extent of the 
atrocity. 

“As for those people who 
rescued me 1 consider them 


kind.” she said. “But all the 
others were cruel. I don’t 
know why thousands of 
Americans killed 

Vietnamese. We were just 
ordinary people.” 

Across My Lai Saturday 
and in villages throughout 
neighbouring communes 
preparations were continu- 
ing, as rice fields were 
being harvested, for a for- 
mal ceremony Monday to 
commemorate the event 

Western historians point 
out that a much larger 
slaughter, involving actions - 
against civilians by 
Communist forces in the 
nearby central city of Hue, 
took place at about the 
same time. 

But what happened at My 
Lai came to symbolise, at 
least in the United States, 
all that was wrong with the 
Vietnam conflict. 

“Irwas a few misledmen 
acting because of very poor 
leadership,” said ‘"Mr.’ 
Colburn. “In a nutshell, 
war’s insanity. I pray that 
one day we'll be able to 
evolve out of the war men- 
tality,” 


U.S. to stop seeking 
China rights censure 


WASHINGTON (R.) — 
President Bill Clinton has 
decided that the United 
States will end a long cam- 
paign to win a U.N. resolu- 
tion censuring China for 
human rights abuses, the 
Washington Post reported 
Saturday. 

Quoting unidentified 
senior administration offi- 
cials. the newspaper said 
the decision had been made 
amid signs that the Beijing 
government was gradually 
changing its repressive 
practices and might be 
ready to release other politi- 
cal dissidents front prison. 


The officials told the post 
that China, despite contin- 
ued abuses, deserved credit 
for freeing dissident Wei 
Jingsheng last year and for 
agreeing Thursday to sign 
an international covenant 
committing the government 
to support universal stan- 
dards of political and reli- 
gious freedom. 

But the Clinton adminis- 
tration was clearly expect- 
ing more tangible conces- 
sions from Beijing in 
exchange for giving up die 
annual U.S. effort to have 
the U.N. human rights com- 
mission in Geneva approve 


an official condemnation of 
China, the report said. 

The Post quoted officials 
as saying they were confi- 
dent China would release 
prominent dissidents in the 
near term, with their hopes 
focused on Wang Dan. in 
prison for his role in the 
1989 Tiananmen Square 
demonstrations. 

Washington has not been 
given specific assurances 
about Mr. Wang's release, 
the Post said, but a senior 
U.S. official noted that, 
based on discussions with 
the Chinese, “we expect 
further releases.” 


U.S. envoy plans new 
mission to Belgrade, Kosovo 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— U.S. envoy Robert 
Gelbard said Friday he 
plans to return to 
Belgrade and Kosovo 
next week to press for a 
peaceful resolution to the 
conflict in the Serbian 
province. 

Mr. Gelbard hopes to 
follow up on his talks 
held last Monday with 
Yugoslav President 
Slobodan' Milosevic to 
press him to accept inter- 
national demands for an 
end to the violence and a 
negotiated . settlement 
with Albanian separatists 
in Kosovo. 

“I want to reinforce 
with Milosevic the 
urgency of positive 
movement," Mr. Gelbard 
told AFP. 

The envoy, who. has 
tentatively planned to 
leave here Tuesday, will 
also meet with Albanian 
leaders in Kosovo to dis- 
cuss an agreement that 
calls for Albanian-lan- 


guage schools to reopen 
in the Serbian province. 

His visit to the former 
Yugoslavia comes as 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright pre- 
pares to host a meeting 
here, with her European 
counterparts around 
March 25 on the situation 
in Kosovo. 

The six-nation contact 
group agreed in London 
to impose ap arms embar- 
go on federal Yugoslavia 
and to seek further mea- 
sures if the Serbian 
crackdown in Kosovo is 
not halted. 

Mr. Gelbard was also 
expected to attend a 
regional summit on 
Kosovo that was expect- 
ed to be attended by lead- 
ers from Albania^ 
Macedonia, Bulgaria, 
Romania and possibly 
Greece and Turkey. 

At least 80 people have 
died this month in the 
Serbian police crack- 
down on Albanians, who 


make up 90 per cent of 
the population in 
Kosovo. 

Friday, a crowd estimat- 
ed at more than 50,000 
ethnic Albanians, mostly 
students, staged a peace- 
ful protest in Kosovo’s 
capital Pristina against 
the Serbian regime and 
its police offensive in the 
troubled province. 

Albanian leader 

Ibrahim Rugova snubbed 
a Serbian delegation that 
was dispatched for talks 
in Pristina and called on 
Western powers, espe- 
cially the United States 
and the European Union, 
to “support the aspiration 
of people in Kosovo for 
democracy and indepen- 
dence.” 

The United States has 
repeatedly said that 
Kosovo should be- grant- 
ed a high degree of 
autonomy but it has 
refused to back the 
Albanian secessionist 
cause. 
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Ukraine supports Malaysia’s bid for 
non-permanent U.N. security seat 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
(AFP) — Ukraine agreed 
Saturday to support 
Malaysia's bid for a non- 
permanent seat on the 
United Nations Security 
Council for a two-year 
period from 1999. 

“... In view of our 
friendly relation with 
Malaysia. 1 do not see any 
problems to support the 
candidacy of Malaysia,” 
said Ukraine’s Foreign 
Minister Henna diy 

Udovenko. who is current- 
ly president of the 52nd 
session of the U.N. 
General Assembly. 


He said agreement 
would have to be obtained 
from Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma. 

"I need to send a written 
report and to receive a 
written confirmation," Mr. 
Lidovenko said. But he 
added: “In the case of 
Malaysia, at this stage, I 
can say we will support 
Malaysia’s candidacy 100 
per cent.” 

Mr. Udovenko. who 
arrived here Thursday for 
a three-day official visit, 
is to have talks with 
Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Ahmad Badawi after earli- 


er meeting Prime Minister 
Mahathir 'Mohammad and 
Finance Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim. 

A Malaysian official 
said high on the foreign 
ministers’ talks agenda 
was Malaysia's push for 
quicker reforms in the 
U.N. Security Council, 
and nudging the General 
Assembly president to 
collect outstanding dues 
from the “big powers." 

Mr. Udovenko also said 
the U.N.’s financial posi- 
tion was critical. He said 
Lf.N. chief Kofi .Annan 
had been forced to borrow 


money from the budget for 
peacekeeping operations 
to pay salaries and bills. 

“He did not have any 
ocher choice.” he said. 

"Certainly now, every- 
thing depends on the posi- 
tion of the United States,” 
he added. Washington 

owes the U.N. si. 7 billion 
in unpaid dues. 

The Ukrainian foreign 
minister refused to com- 
ment on a recent 

Malaysian court decision 
allowing a defamation suit 
to proceed against a U.N. 
special reporter. “I have 
been advised by my advi- 


sors that 1 am recommend- 
ed not to comment by the 
U.N. headquarters 

because it is still under 
investigation,” Mr. 
Udovenko said. 

Malaysia’s Param 
Cumaraswamy, the U.N. 
special reporter on the 
independence of judges 
and lawyers, is being sued 
by tw'o Malaysian firms 
over an interview about 
the Malaysian judiciary he 
gave to a British magazine 
in 1995. 

Mr. Udovenko was to 
leave for Tokyo late 
Saturday. 


Russian deputies could discuss START n treaty before summer 


MOSCOW (AFP.) — 
Russian lawmakers could 
consider the START II 
nuclear disarmament 
treaty by the summer, 
senior parliamentary fig- 
ures said Saturday, end- 
ing a six-year impasse 
which has left the accord 
in abeyance. 

The Foreign Affairs 
Co mmi ttee of the lower 
house State Duma would 
present deputies with a 
draft bill to ratify the 
treaty during the current 
parliamentary session 
ending in June, its chair- 
man Vladimir Lukin told 
Interfax. 

“More and more 
deputies, including those 
in the (Communist) oppo- 
sition. are starting to 
realise that ratification of 


START II is in Russia's 
interests” said Mr. 
Lukin. 

Fellow committee 
member Eduard 

Vorobyov, from the 
reformist Russia’s Choice 
party, said it was reason- 
able for Washington to 
link ratification with the 
opening of talks on a 
START III disarmament 
treaty, Interfax reported. 

START II. which pro- 
vides for a two-thirds 
reduction in nuclear arse- 
nals. was ratified by the 
U.S. Senate in January 
1996 but in Moscow 
Communist and national- 
ist deputies have blocked 
the accord which they say 
disadvantages Russia. 

IMS. President Bill 
Clinton reiterated Friday 


that the Duma must ratify 
START II before he 
would consider attending 
a summit in Moscow later 
this year. 

Nevertheless. 
Washington has held out 
the carrot of initial talks 
on the next round of dis- 
armament talks. Russian 
Defence Minister Igor 
Sergeyev said Friday his 
U.S. counterpart William 
Cohen had proposed initi- 
ating expert consultations 
for a START 111 treaty'. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin last month urged 
deputies to urgently 
■approve the deal, but 
opposition deputies 
charge its strict applica- 
tion would lead to a new 
imbalance in strategic 
nuclear forces in 


Washington's favour. 

Under the terms of 
START U, Russia must 
destroy all its SS-18 mul- 
tiple warhead ballistic 
missiles, but the opposi- 
tion is demanding a sup- 
plementary accord with 
the United States to tack- 
le the problem to read- 
dress the balance. 

“In order to reach parity 
(with the United States) 
w r e would have to devel- 
op a new- type of single 
warhead missile.” said 
Mr. Vorobyov. 

“Why destroy one type 
of missile in order to cre- 
ate another, if the overall 
objective in relations 
between Russia and the 
United States in this area 
is a further decrease in 
nuclear confrontation.” 


Ratification has also 
been complicated by the 
row over NATO enlarge- 
ment into the former East 
Europe, while some 
deputies recently threat- 
ened to block the treaty if 
the United States 
launched air raids against 
Iraq during a stand-off 
over U.N. weapons 
inspections. 

Despite the optimism of 
the foreign affairs com- 
mittee’s reformist wing, 
former General Lev 
Rokhlin. chairman of the 
Duma's defence commit- 
tee. remains an implaca- 
ble opponent of the 
accord. 

He has demanded the 
government publish a 
detailed costing of the 
treaty’s application. 
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Move in wrong 
direction 

THE GOVERNMENT'S plan to impose official 
controls on provident or savings funds is under- 
standably causing itn uproar among private sec- 
tor employees and enterprises. The uproar was 
ignited by the publication last week of a draft 
law being proposed by the Central Bank of 
Jordan to ‘‘supervise” the management of 
funds whose assets are estimated at between 
JD250 million and JD500 million. Employees 
and management of private companies are 
opposed to any government intervention, since 
such a policy is the antithesis to all the declared 
policies of the government and the aspirations 
of the people. 

The government was motivated by- allegations 
that some of these funds were mismanaged. 
While they agree that some funds are not being 
operated in the best interest of their beneficia- 
ries, opponents of the government's drive argue 
that there are better ways than creating anoth- 
er bureaucracy to ensure better handling of 
these funds. They would encourage a law that 
gives more supervisory powers to the sub- 
scribers to ensure more transparency and more 
say in investment decisions. They insist that 
these funds belong to civil society organisations 
and as such, should be managed, freely and 
solely, by the subscribers- They also argue that 
these hinds are only in their teens and would 
mature with age and the advent of consultancy 
services and investment brokers. At a time when 
governments everywhere are turning to privati- 
sation and encouraging the private sector to inn 
the economy, it is p ulling that the Jorda ni a n * 
government should choose to proceed in this 
direction. 

The beneficiaries of these funds are also dis- 
turbed by the government’s intention to tax 
these funds by up to 30 per cent should any 
employee withdraw his or her savings from the 
fund before the age of 60. They say that that is 
ridiculous since salaries are taxed at the source 
and savings, therefore, should be tax-free. 

Although the proposed law has yet to dear the 
Cabinet and Parliament it already caused 
strong reactions - from different employees. The 
Arab Bank, a leading employer, has already 
decided to dose its fund and distribute the sav- 
ings among its employees. Other companies are 
threatening to follow suit 

We, therefore, hope that the government 
reconsiders its intention and resorts to dialogue 
with companies and employees. Surely, the 
employees know their interests best and should 
have the final say in deciding how to save and 
what to do with their savings. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RaTs Fahed Fanek said Saturday that the joint 
Israeli-Jordonion communique summing up the outcome 
of HRH Crown Prince Hasson's visit to Israel was void 
of any sign that Israel is relenting in the questions of 
trade with the Palestinians as weU as with Jordan and 
Egypt. The communique mentioned no change in the sta- 
tus quo. that is continued Israeli hegemony on the 
Palestinian economy, although it noted that any move to 
increase Jordan's trade with the Palestinians should be 
tackled at a tripartite meeting involving the Palestinians, 
the Jordanians and the Israelis, noted the writer. He said, 
apart from certain limi ted positive elements like 
Jordan! on-lsraeli cooperation in energy matters and sup- 
porting the idea of building a railway linking the Dead 
Sea and the Red Sea, the communique was void of any 
sign that Israel is ready to fully respect the peace accords 
with the Palestinians or to fully honour the peace treaty 
with Jordan, The writer said Prince Hassan' went to Tel 
Aviv in good faith, and his address at the press confer- 
ence was clear and to the point, tackling the basic out- 
standing issues, but Israeli Prime Minister Benyarain 
Netanyahu was devious and non-committal. 

Al Arab Al Yawm’s Riham Farm said of the murder 
of three Palestinian workers on their way back home 
from work that the attack was part of a series of atroci- 
ties committed by the Israeli forces. Had the three killed 
in the incident been Jews and not Arabs, the Arab coun- 
tries. the world community and all the allies of Israel 
would have described it as an act of terrorism and 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat would have offered 
his apologies to the Jewish people, said the writer. Had 
the attack been on Israelies, Netanyahu would have 
unleashed his troops to again occupy Palestinian cities 
and would have announced that be was right in not 
accepting the Oslo accord and justified for not with- 
drawing his troops from the occupied West Bank, 
according to the writer. She said had those killed in the 
incident "been Israeli citizens, Arafat would have been 
asked to offer major compromises and accept Israel's 
continued occupation of most of Palestine as the case is 
at present, or Netanyahu would have ordered his forces 
to commit a major massacre against the Arabs in retalia- 
tion. The writer said it is sad and depressing to see the 
Arabs falling silent in the face of Israel’s continued atroc- 
ities and it is painful to see the aggressors pursuing their 
crimes with the world community condoning such 
actions. 


Government can make or break privatisation 

Strategic partner approach not justified 


THE DETAILED speech delivered in the Jordanian 
Parliament by Dr. Jawad Anani, deputy prime min- 
ister and minister of foreign affairs, was meant to 
convince the representatives of the people in partic- 
ular, and public opinion in general that privatisation 
is good for the country, and desirable from econom- 
ic and social points of view. 

This effort is supposed to be based on the convic- 
tion of the government itself, and its strong accep- 
tance of privatisation policies and the necessity to 
push ahead io their implementation. 

If things are so. we have every right to know why 
Jordan has been so slow to privatise its state-owned 
enterprises, and just exactly why we have been hear- 
ing a lot of noise by different governments about the 
concept for more than 10 years but have seen pre- 
cious little accomplished during that period. 

It would be better for Dr. Anani to admit that most 
ministers do not find privatisation feasible or desir- 
able, and most Jordanian citizens reject the concept 
out of hand. This is the only explanation to why 
pressure from the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (LMF) has not succeeded in serious- 
ly pushing the government in the direction of pri- 
vatisation. 

It is worth noting that the current deliberations in 
Parliament and its Finance Committee were initiated 
by the majority of the deputies who reject privatisa- 
tion and seek to prevent its possible take off. 
Deliberations were not a result of an enthusiastic 
posture of the government trying to mobilise public 
opinion. In fact some deputies and citizens wish that 
deliberations in the Parliament conclude with a vote 


of no-confidence in the minister concerned. 

» 

.. .we have every right to 
know why Jordan has been 
so slow to privatise its 
state-owned enterprises, and 
just exactly why we have 
been hearing a lot of noise 
by different 
governments about the 
concept for more than 10 
years but have seen 
precious little accomplished 
during that period. 


The first obstacle facing privatisation in Jopdan 
was of the government's own making — it was 
unable to come up with a convincing list of priori- 
ties. The government started with the most difficult 
transactions, namely the Telecommunications 
Corporation, Jordan Electricity Authority, and other 
large scale strategic projects, while it hardly started 



‘Give the U.N. the tools, 
and we will do the job’ 


By Kofi Annan 

NEW YORK — When I 
became secretary general in 
January 1997, I pledged 
that I would revitalise the 
role of the United Nations 
and undertake top-to- bot- 
tom organisational reforms. 
I have kept my pledge. 

Yet the United Nations, 
for all practical purposes, 
remains in a state of bank- 
ruptcy. Our doors are kept 
open only because other 
countries in essence provide 
interest-free loans to cover 
largely U.S.-created short- 
falls — not only NATO 
allies like Britain, France. 
Italy and Canada, but also 
developing countries like 
Pakistan and even Fiji. 

The United States has not 
paid its United Nations dues 
[$1.3 billion] in frill and on 
time for some years. In 
1995 it paid less than half of 
its total assessment. These 
gaps have never been 
closed. 

Who benefits from a cash- 
starved United Nations? 
The aggressors of the world 
whose designs we seek to 
foil; the violators of human 
rights whose abuses we 
endeavour to curtail; the 
drug dealers and interna- 
tional criminals whose deal- 
ings we reveal; the arms 
merchants whose traffic in 
deadly weapons our con- 
ventions help to stop. Also 
impeded is our humanitari- 
an work, against hunger, 
deprivation, the loss of 
homes and livelihoods. 

The Iraq crisis demon- 
strates how indispensable 
the United Nations can be 
in the areas of peace and 


security. If it is honoured, 
the agreement that I negoti- 
ated in Baghdad will allow 
U.N. weapons inspectors to 
expand their search for and 
elimination of Iraqi 
weapons of mss destruction 
— an outcome that alterna- 
tive courses of action might 
not have yielded. 

The public becomes 
aware of U.N. contributions 
to conflict resolution only 
occasionally, when a crisis 
erupts that thrusts us onto 
television screens and into 
newspaper headlines. My 
recent trip to Baghdad was 
such an occasion. 


that diplomacy in Iraq 
deserved one last chance, 
the eyes of the world 
instinctively turned to the 
United Nations. 

Institutional reforms are 
more difficult to portray to 
the public than crisis man- 
agement. Under my reform 
package, we have achieved 
an actual decrease in the 
U.N. budget, down to $2.53 
billion for the 1998 and 
1999 biennium. Nearly 
1.000 posts have been cut 
outright, bringing the staff 
size below 9,000, and other 
jobs are being held vacant. 
Administrative expendi- 


Our floors are kept open only 
because other countries in 
essence provide interest-free 
loans to cover largely 
U.S.-created shortfalls. . . 


But we have been there all 
along. As U.S. President 
Bill Clinton has stated on 
numerous occasions, 
unarmed U.N. inspectors 
have destroyed more 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion in Iraq in the past six 
years than Operation Desert 
Storm did. 

U.N. Secnrity Council 
resolutions have kept sanc- 
tions in place. The “oil-for- 
food” programme adminis- 
tered by the United Nations 
has sought to reduce the 
suffering of Iraqi civilians, 
especially women and chil- 
dren. 

And when the internation- 
al community determined 


tures are being cut to 25 per 
cent of the budget, from 38 
per cent. 

Our leadership and man- 
agement structure has been 
tightened, making it more 
coherent and more respon- 
sive to the needs of the 
world. And the General 
Assembly is debating my 
recommendations . for 
streamlined legislative 
processes, sunset provisions 
for new mandates and a new 
efficiency-inducing bud- 
getary system. 

Of course, people are 
more important than organ- 
isational structure. 

My recent appointments 
include Louise Frechette. 


to sell off some of the shares it owns in industrial 
and services companies. As a matter of fact the gov- 
ernment is holding firm and hanging tough on its 
majority shares in Al Ra’i newspaper and other 
papers in direct violation of the Press and 
Publications Law of 1993, an indicator that govern- 
ment does not mean business. 

On the other hand, the government accepted the 
World Bank idea of foreign strategic partners, even 
in cases where such a formula is not called for, such 
as the Jordan Cement Factories Company (JCFCj, 
where a strategic partner may play havoc with the 
operations of the company as explained in an impor- 
tant memorandum by its board of directors 
addressed to the Ministty of Industry and Trade 
which the Finance Committee may like to look at. 

Privatisation is obviously the order of the day. It is 
a general wave sweeping the globe, including social- 
ist countries. Jordan cannot afford to lag behind for 
too long. However, it is of utmost importance to 
arrive at a privatisation agenda with the proper pri- 
orities. Equally important are the methods and the 
assurances to the parties concerned. Foreign 
investors should not be preferred over nationals, and 
privatisation should not be approached from an ide- 
ological viewpoint. 

* It is worth mentioning that the public sector enter- 
prises that are candidates for privatisation do not 
contribute more than six per cent of the Jordanian 
gross domestic product (GDP). Thus, unlike other 
developing countries, Jordan has no big problem to 
solve, or an acute crisis to defuse, or for that matter 
an urgent situation to deal with. 


until recently Canada’s 
deputy minister of defence, 
as first deputy secretary 
general; Mary Robinson, 
former president of Ireland, 
to lead our human rights 
efforts; Pino Arlacchi, a 
Mafia-busting senator from 
Italy, to head our drug- and 
crime-prevention pro- 
grammes; Klaus Topfer, 
German urban development 
minister, to direct the envi- 
ronment programme; 
Jayantha Dhanapala of Sri 
Lanka, an arms control 
expert, who will head disar- 
mament affairs and lead the 
special inspectors for presi- 
dential sites established in 
the Baghdad agreement 
There is a saying that all 
politics is local. But 
increasingly, all local poli- 
tics has global conse- 
quences. And those global 
consequences in turn, affect 
the quality of local life 
everywhere. So a renewed 
partnership between the 
United Nations and the 
United States is in the inter- 
est of both. But it has to be 
paid for. To paraphrase 
what Winston Churchill 
said to Franklin Roosevelt: 
Give us the tools and we 
will do the job. 

— The writer is secretary 
general of the United 
Nations. Th is article was 
published in the New York 
Times the day prior to Mr. 
Annan's njeeting with 
President Clinton in 
Washington * to discuss not 
only Iraq, but also the debil- 
itating problem of the $1.3 
billion in back dues that the 
United States owes to the 
United Nations’ 


Ethics on the air 

To the editor: 

INCREASINGLY NOTICEABLE lately is the com- 
petition among a number of satellite channels in try- 
ing to win a wider audience through certain pro- 
grammes that deal with subjects of current and his- 
torical interest. Those channels have been, for some 
'‘tmj'e now, showing programmes hosting politicians. 
.J 9 i,icpali^ts, experts and academicians in a dialogue 
With’ 'a host doing his best to add his 'input to create a 
further sensation or embarrassment to those partici- 
pating with him. Audiences are also encouraged, in 
some cases, to contribute by making direct telephone 
calls to the programme, but it is regrettable that some 
of these callers are using insulting or vulgar language 
or expressions. And since those programmes are 
staged live, on the air, without any kind of censor- 
ship. both participants and callers could abuse the 
time allocated to them. 

I am sure that many of us have memories of partic- 
ular cases when some of interviews nearly turned into 
list fights or times when three - or more participants 
would be speaking and yelling at the same time. Such 
incidents were witnessed mostly when the partici- 
pants were not so knowledgeable, were inexperi- 
enced or were feeling highly tense, specially when 
cornered or when lacking credible evidence. 

Yet, I still a dmi t that there have and will always be 
pros and cons to such programmes. All channels 
seem determined to continue on this path of debate in 
order to win more audiences. But it will be less use- 
ful and more harmful when such programmes are 
allowed to get out of the control, when the host is 
unable to direct the exchange, and more importanly 
when the show hosts inexperienced people as partic- 
ipants. Some of those inexperienced discussants have 
now - become professionals in television entertain- 
ment, and since such appearances are financially 
rewarding, they are determined to appear on as many 
channels as they can. 

My criticism is direated more towards those profes- 
sionals than the channels themselves, specially when 
they ignore ethics, miss-quote or even' ignore simple 
and well-known facts. They simply try to intimidate 
and misuse the chance given to them to appear on the 
screen. 

I would like to refer to one particular case of per- 
sonal concern related to a programme televised by 
ORBIT Satellite Television when Imad El Deen 
Adeeb hosted Dr. Sbafiq El Ghabra, professor of 
political science at Kuwait University. It seemed that 
when Dr. Gbabra was cornered by the host to support 
his statements by providing names of sources and 
evidence, he simply alleged that I, as a former Iraqi 
minister of oil, bad confided in him during the only 
brief encounter I had with him in Amman in Januaty 
1996, that (1 was forced by the Iraqi government in 
1990 to forge soine maps in order to show that 
Kuwait was stealing -oil from within the Iraqi bor- 
ders). * 

Such a claim or quotation has never been made by 
me whether to Dr. Ghabra or for that matter, to any 
one else. It was a deliberate and cheap attempt by Dr. 
Ghabra to support his views or analysis of the con- 
flict that led to the eventual tragedy not only for 
Kuwait and Ira^ but also for the whole Arab Nation. 
1 have never made such a claim whether through any 
of my public appearances in so many parts of the 
world or even it) private meetings and gatherings. 

Obviously I wrote to ORBIT requesting a suitable 
time' and space to air my rejection and denial of such 
an allegation and reserving my right to follow-other 
paths, if l deem necessary. But I do hope that, out of 
the above incident and many other similar incidents, 
the satellite channels will review their programmes 
and revise their lists of participants for the sake of 
credibility and to avoid any embarrassment an d to 
ensure the airing of appropriate and credible pro- 
grammes. r 


Issam A. R. Al Chalabi, 
Former Minister of Oil of Iraq 
(March 1987-1990) 
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What the Arab World’s ‘grand scale’ failures 

have meant in human terms 


The Dream Palace of the Arabs: 

A Generation’s Odyssey 
By Fouad Ajami 
Pantheon. 344 pp. $26 

Reviewed by 

Robert Irwin 

IN THE Seven Pillars of Wisdom (1935). 
T.E. Lawrence wrote that he “meant to make 
a new nation, to restore lost influence, to give 
twenty millions of Semites the foundations 
on which to build an inspired dream palace of 
their national thoughts.” Lawrence's account 
of the Arab Revolt In World War I and of his 
own part in it told a story of spectacular vic- 
tories against the Turks and exciting feats of 
individual heroism, yet the book was in the 
end an account of hopes betrayed and 
promises broken. 

Fouad Ajami 's account of political and cul- 
tural developments in the Near East since 
World War n is similarly melancholy, a kind 
of unsystematic group biography of disap- 
pointed Arab intellectuals. Ajami himself was 
bom in southern Lebanon (a predominantly 
Shiite region) in 1945. The leading figures in 
The Dream Palace of the Arabs belong to an 
older and once more hopeful generation. 
They include Naguib Mahfouz (b. 1911), the 
Nobel Prize-winning Egyptian novelist; 
Khalil Hawi (1919-82), a Lebanese poet and 
academic; Louis Awad (1915-90), a Coptic 
Christian academic and journalist; Nizar 
Qabbani (b. 1923). a Lebanese poet; Adonis 
(b. 1930), a Syro-Lebanese poet; Abdel Rah- 
man Munif (b. 1933), a novelist whose works 
have caused him to be exiled from his native 
Saudi Arabia; and Sadiq Jalal al-Azm (b. 
1937), a Syrian Marxist intellectual. 

Some in this generation of secularly mind- 
ed intellectuals had been inspired by a classic 
of political-historical polemic. The Arab 
Awakening: The Story of the Arab National- 
ist Movement, published in 193S by George 
Antonins. In that book, Antonius chronicled 
the -collapse of Turkish power in the Near 
East and implicitly looked forward to the 
complete emancipation of the Arab World. 
Although Antonius was a Christian Arab bom 
in Lebanon and educated in Egypt, he gave 
preeminent place in his book to the Palestin- 
ian Arab struggle against Zionism. According 
to the concluding lines of The Arab Awaken- 
ing, “the logic of facts is inexorable. It shows 
that no room can be made in Palestine for a 
second nation except by dislodging or exter- 
minating tibe nation in possession.’ 7 It seems 
from the immediately preceding paragraphs 


that their author assumed that it would be the 
Jews who would be dislodged or exterminat- 
ed. Antonius, who died in 1942, did not live 
to see his expectations confounded by the 
defeat of a coalition of Arab armies and the 
establishment of the state of Israel in 1948. 

Nevertheless, despite the catastrophe of 
1948, Arab politicians and thinkers continued 
to nourish great expectations throughout the 
1950s and most of the 1960s. The withdraw- 
al of Britain and France from a colonial role 
in the Middle East and North Africa encour- 
aged optimism. After Col. Gamal Abdul 
Nasser's triumph over Britain. France and 
Israel during tire Suez crisis of 1956, he 
became a focus of hope not just for Egyptians 
but for most Arabs. The politically engaged 
adopted Pan-Arabism and socialism. Above 
all. expectations were fuelled by the rhetoric 
of politicians, pressmen and poets, rhetoric 
that promised that Israel’s days were num- 
bered. If there is a fault in Ajami’s book, it is 
that he is too kind to poets, such as Qabbani. 
who by manufacturing slogans of uncompro- 
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mising resistance have helped to create a 
political culture that prefers martyrdom to 
practicality. 

The Naksa, the “Relapse” of 1967, when 
Israel once again inflicred crushing defeats 
on Arab armies in the June War, was there- 
fore a horrid shock. (Sadiq Jaial al-Azm’s 
gloomy tract. Self-Criticism After Defeat, 
was one of many books written after the 
event.) Other disasters took longer than a 
week to detect Ajami’s account of the eco- 
nomic performance of Arab countries is 
notably bleak. The Middle East and North 
Africa combined export a smaller volume of 
manufactured goods than does Finland. In 
Egypt it could be seen, Nasser's policies of 
agricultural reform and import substitution, 
had been as unsuccessful as his military - 
adventures. Other countries were hardly ■ 
more successful. Lebanon was taken apart by 


feuding militias led by unprincipled war- 
lords. Algeria's ruling regime corruptly wast- 
ed its oil and mineral resources - and the 
princes of the Arabian Peninsula did like- 
wise. Iraq launched bloodily expensive and 
ultimately unsuccessful attacks against Iran 
and then Kuwait The Palestinian leadership 
in exile, after a more or less unbroken record 
of strategic miscalculations, finally signed an 
agreement with Israel that gave them very lit- 
tle indeed. 

The young, having despaired of Nasserism, 
pan-Arabism and Palestinian activism, as 
well as of their ineffective and unbelieving 
parents, began to turn to Islam for the 
answers to clearly perceived political and 
economic problems. For Ajami this is no 
answer, but merely another problem - a dis- 
aster even. (His account of the persecution of 
Egyptian secularists and Coptic Christians by 
Islamic fundamentalists is particularly har- 
rowing.) The Dream Palace of the Arabs is 
not just a lament for what has failed to come 
to pass; it Is also a lament for what has been 
lost - the old. confessional ly and ethnically 
tolerant, polyglot, Levantine ambiance, the 
ascendancy of enlightened liberal elites, and 
the open-minded engagement with Western 
culture. Louis Awad used to maintain that he 
was really a European who had been stolen 
away by gypsies. Others, admittedly, were 
more ambivalent; Adonis argued against 
stealing modernity from the West but added 
' that “when we reject its machines and tech- 
nology. this should not mean that we reject 
the intellectual processes that produced these 
machines. It should mean only that we 
oppose the way this technology is dumped on 
us, the way it turns us into mere consumers, 
the way it turns our country into a large flea- 
market.” 

According to Ajami, “it has been the beset- 
ting sin — and poverty - of a good deal of 
writing on the Arab World that it is done by 
many who have no mastery of Arabic.” His 
book, on the other hand, is very much an 
insider’s book, a group portrait written by 
one who has known most of those in the pic- 
ture. The Dream Palace of the Arabs is an 
absorbing and sadly moving account of what 
political, economic and social failures on a 
grand scale have meant in human terms and 
at an individual level. 

The writer is the author of several books 
oh the Middle East as well as of several 
' novels. His most recent book is “Islamic 
Art in Context This article is reprinted 
from The Washington Post 
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Greek and Turkish Cypriots must sign accord 
before EU membership — Denktash 


Regent calls for bridging gap between 
scientific community, rest of public 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turk- 
isb-Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash said Saturday (he 
Greek Cypriots must sign 
an accord with his break- 
away state before the island 
joins the European Union 
(EU), the Anatolia news 
agency reported. 

“An accord is indispens- 
able between the Turkish 
Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC) and the 
Greek Cypriots on mem- 
bership of the European 
Union [and] that could take 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on 
Friday said a U.S. judge’s 
ruling that Tehran should 
pay milli ons of dollars in 
damages for the death of an 
American in a 1995 terror- 
ist attack in Gaza is “base- 
less and irresponsible ” 

The official Iranian news 
agency IRNA said that the 
“summary judgement by a 
U.S. district- court against 
the Islamic Republic of Iran 


a long time,” the agency 
quoted Mr. Denktash as 
saying in Istanbul. 

The TRNC was set up by 
the Turkish Cypriots in 
1983, but it is recognised 
only by Ankara. 

The internationally- 
recognised Greek Cypriot 
government of Cyprus is 
due to start accession talks 
with the EU later this 
month and despite invita- 
tions to participate in the 
process, the Turkish Cypri- 
ots have refused. 


is baseless and irresponsi- 
ble in the extreme and rep- 
resentative of a dangerous 
trend and should be con- 
demned” 

Quoting a statement from 
the Iranian delegation to the 
United Nations, the agency 
added; “The allegations 
raised in the hurried pro- 
ceedings of the court are 
without a shred of substan- 
tiation, have no basis in 


“Let’s build bridges 
between us and first of all 
resolve certain questions 
between us, so that in the 
future, negotiations can 
take place,” Mr. Denktash 
added, without providing 
more details. 

Mr. Denktash was speak- 
ing at a meeting organised 
by the University of Istan- 
bul. 

The Turkish-Cypriot 
leader said Monday the 
TRNC would unite with 
Turkey if the EU grants 


fact, and fail any standard 
of evidence.” 

A U.S. judge on Wednes- 
day ordered Iran to pay^ 
nearly $250 million in dam- ' 
ages to the family of Alisa 
Flatow, a 20-year-old stu- 
dent who was killed in an 
April 1995 terrorist attack 
on a tourist bus in Gaza. 

In his ruling, the judge 
found Iran guilty of giving 
financial support to the 


membership to Cyprus. 

Turkey and Mr. Denktash 
are staunchly opposed to 
Cyprus’s admission into the 
EU before a political solu- 
tion is reached to end the 
island’s 24-year division or 
before Ankara itself joins 
the bloc. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since Turkish troops occu- 
pied the north in 1974 in 
response to a coup in 
Nicosia aimed at uniting 
the island with Greece. 


Shaqaqi faction of the 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, a 
group blamed for the 
attack. 

Flaiow’s parents sued 
Iran for causing their 
daughter's death under leg- 
islation signed by President 
Bill Clinton in 1996 giving 
Americans the power to sue 
in U.S. courts over terrorist 
acts perpetrated in foreign 
countries. 


(Continued from page 1) 

legislation with scientific 
methodology and to help 
the educated people of Jor- 
dan to remain committed to 
this modem methodology. 
He added that legislation 


(Continued from page 1) 

including holding an illegal 
demonstration, disturbing 
public order, endangering 
public security and ignor- 
ing army orders. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) said in a 
statement released on Sat- 
urday that unrest would 
continue until Israel put on 
trial the soldiers involved in 
the shooting deaths. 

“The stare of popular out- 
rage will not stop without 
sending the killers to court 


is behind any great project 
in a modem state. 

Prince Hassan expressed 
hope that such a visit has 
shed light on the various 
sectors and resources; 
human, economic and nat- 
ural. 


and declaring the results of 
the [Israeli army] investiga- 
tion in public.” Lbe state- 
ment said. 

The Israeli army says the 
soldiers responsible for 
Tuesday’s killings believed 
they were under attack 
when a vehicle driven by 
the workers swerved 
towards troops at the road- 
block. 

Israel has since accepted 
that there was no violent 
intent and opened a probe 
into the killings. 

Meanwhile, the Islamic 


He said: "We have to inte- 
grate these three dimen- 
sions together as soon as 
possible." 

Referring to the RSS. 
Prince Hassan said that it 
serves as a backup for aca- 
demic institutions and 


Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) called on the PNA 
on Saturday to stop using 
its self-rule forces. to stop 
clashes which have raged in 
the West Bank for five 
days. 

“We are greatly sorrowed 
by the authority's position, 
sending policemen to block 
our angry people from the 
criminal enemy.” the 
Hamas said in a statement 
received by AFP. 

“All free men among our 
people are pained to see 
Palestinian police forces 


universities enabling them 
to achieve their objectives 
in serving the Jordanian 
community. 

He said the RSS main- 
tains good cooperation with 
Arab and foreign scientific 
research institution.^. 


work to protest the occu- 
piers from our people's 
anger and our stones." the 
statement said, asking the 
PNA to "reevaluate" its 
stance. 

Palestinian police worked 
on Friday and Saturday to 
prevent stone-throwing 
youths from clashing with 
Israeli soldiers in demon- 
strations which have raged 
for five days after the 
killing of three Arab work- 
ers by Israeli soldiers on 
Tuesday. 


Security Council approves pilgrimage plan for Iraqis 


Tehran denounces U.S. ruling in terrorism suit as ‘baseless’ 


Arafat attacks Israel for ‘aggression 9 amid continued unrest in West Bank 


Sharon spells out Lebanon pullout plan 


(Continued from page 1) 

withdraw Israeli troops 
from Lebanon if an agree- 
ment can be reached with 
Beirut for the Lebanese 
army to deploy in the south 
and disarm Hizbollab guer- 
rillas. 

The Lebanese govern- 
ment and Syria, the main 
power broker in Lebanon, 
have rejected this, saying 
Israel must withdraw 

unconditionally. 

Israel set up a 1 5-kilome- 
tre wide occupation zone in 
south Lebanon in 1985 to 
protea its northern border. 
Around 1,000 Israeli troops 
patrol the. zone, which has 
come under frequent 

aoacks from Hizbollah. 

A sharp rise in the army’s 
death toll, which reached 
39 last year, has fuelled a 
campaign in Israel to bring 


the soldiers home. 

Meanwhile, Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad held 
talks here on Saturday with 
Lebanese leaders on future 
peace moves, both having 
rejected the conditions on 
which Israel has offered to 
withdraw from south 
Lebanon. 

■ Presidential spokesman 
Joubran Kouireh- said the 
meeting was attended by 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi. Prime Minister 
Rafik A1 Hariri, Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Beni and 
Foreign Minister Paris 
Bouez. 

Present on the Syrian side 
were Vice-President Abdul- 
Hatim Khaddam and For- 
eign Minister Farouq A1 
Sbara. 

Officials said Mr. Assad 
and Mr. Hrawi were expect- 
ed to renew their rejection 


of the Israeli offer and to 
reiterate their rejection of 
any attempt to separate the 
Lebanese and Syrian tracks 
at the peace talks with 
Israel which opened .in 
1991. 

Officials said the two 
leaders would also review 
issues to be discussed with 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook during his vis- 
its to Lebanon and Syria on 
Wednesday as pan of a 
Middle East tour 

Mr. Cook, whose country 
currently holds the rotating 
presidency of (he European 
Union (EU), will present a 
fresh EU initiative aimed at 
reviving the stalled Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. He will 
also visit Israel, Jordan, the 
Palestinian self-ruled areas 
and Egypt 

Mr. Hrawi's visit also pre- 
cedes U.N. Secretary Gen- 


eral Kofi Annan's tour of 
the Middle East, during 
which he will meet the Syr- 
ian and Lebanese leaders to 
review developments in 
Arab-Israeli relations and 
activities of U.N. peace- 
keeping forces in the Golan 
Heights and south Lebanon. 

Syria, the main foreign 
power broker in Lebanon 
whereat has some 35,000 
troops, and Lebanon itself 
have held sporadic peace 
talks with Israel since 1991 
but no tangible progress has 
been made. 

Syria,.- whose peace talks 
with Israel broke off in 
early 1996, has condemned 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu for 
refusing to withdraw fully 
from the Golan Heights, 
occupied by Israel in 1967. 


(Continued from page 1) 

the endorsement Friday of 
the 15-nation committee for 
a plan under which the Iraqi 
government would hand 
out vouchers to the pilgrims 
for travel, lodging and other 
services. 

An equivalent sum would 
be transferred from a U.N. 
“oil-for-food” escrow 
account to a Jordanian 
Bank with a branch in 
Saudi Arabia, to cover the 
cash value of the vouchers. 

Iraqi U.N. diplomats have 
so far rejected any plan that 
bypasses the Iraqi central 
bank. 

Mr. Monteiro said he had 
consulted not only Jordan- 
ian and Saudi Arabian 
diplomats but also Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Said AI Sahhaf. who 
has been in New York this 
week. He bad also enlisted 
the support of U.N. Secre- 
tary-General Kofi Annan. 

There is also little time to 
spare. Although the pil- 


grimage. orHaj, takes place 
in early April, Mr. Monteiro 
said Saudi Arabia had set 
March 23 as the final date 
for issuing visas for pil- 
grims. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment also said Friday it pre- 
sented to the United 
Nations the names of two 
U.S. diplomats to be 
included in the special 
group in charge of inspect- 
ing so-called presidential 
sires in Iraq. 

The officials are Ryan 
Crocker, who was U.S. 
ambassador to Kuwait from 
May 1994 to December 
1997 and David Newton, 
who served as ambassador 
to Yemen from November 
1994 to December 1997. 

Both diplomats are Mid- 
dle East specialists and 
have served in Iraq. Mr. 
Crocker was there from 
1978 to 1980 and Mr. New- 
ton was ambassador to 
Baghdad from 1984 to 
19S8. 

The head of the U.N. spe- 


cial group for inspecting 
Iraq's presidential sites. 
Jayantha DhanapaJa. left 
Baghdad Sarurday after a 
four-day mission to organ- 
ise inspection procedures, a 
U.N. statement said. 

Mr. DhanapaJa “prepared 
the framework for the spe- 
cial group to visit the presi- 
dential sites," said a state- 
ment by the 1 diplomat, 
issued by the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
for disarming Iraq. 

"DhanapaJa is satisfied 
with the discussions, and 
the assurances from the 
Iraqi authorities of their 
decision to implement... in 
letter and spirif' the accord 
signed between Baghdad 
and the United Nations Feb. 
23 granting full access to 
the eight sites, the state- 
ment said. 

Mr. DhanapaJa, a Sri 
Lankan, will return ro Iraq 
on March 22 at the head of 
the special group, made up 
of diplomats and disarma- 
ment experts charged under 


the accord with inspecting 
Iraq's presidential sites, the 
statement added. 

Two teams of United 
Nations arms experts spe- 
cialising in chemical and 
ballistic weapons arrived in 
Iraq on Sarurday for a 
week-long mission, the 
official Iraqi news agency 
IN A reponed. 

The ballistic weapons 
team comprises 26 inspec- 
tors and is due to wind up 
its mission on March 22. 
while the chemical team is 
made up of 10 experts who 
are to finish their work by 
March 20. said IN A. 

The agency was quoting 
Genera] Hussam Moham- 
mad Amin who heads the 
National Surveillance 
Department, the Iraqi body 
charged with liaising with 
the UNSCOM on Iraqi dis- 
armament. 
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Saudi: Specifications 
accord with Israel will 
help remove barriers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Specifi- 
cations and Metrology 
Institute Director General 
Hassan Saudi Saturday said 
the agreement recently 
signed with Israel will help 
remove all non-customs 
barriers impeding Jordan- 
ian-Palestinian-Israeli 
trade. 

In a statement to the 
press, Mr. Saudi said the 
agreement provides for 
mutual recognition of the 
reports issued by both Jor- 
danian and Israeli specifi- 
cation and metrology insti- 
tutions. in addition to the. 
reports of the Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS). 

He noted that several Jar-, 
danian products exported to 
Israel are subject to exami- 
nation by the Israeli speci- 
fications and metrology 
instiftite. 

Mr. Saudi pointed out that 


the two specification insti- 
tutions have initially agreed 
to recognise reports issued 
by them in respect of 12 
items. These items are: 
Portland and white cement, 
wall-to-wall carpet, televi- 
sion sets, steel bars used for 
construction, air condition- 
ing units, ceramic and con- 
crete tiles, air and oil filters 
for cars, soya oil. paints, 
batteries and fertilisers. 

However, he added, once 
the two sides fully adhere 
to the provisions of the 
agreement, the list can be 
expanded to include more 
items. 

Mr. Saudi said a technical 
Israeli delegation will visit 
the RSS laboratories to 
make sure that they meet 
the technical requirements 
for awarding certificates of 
conformity. 


Ministry of Finance 
to begin paying cash 
subsidies next week 


AMMAN (Petra) — Starting 
March 24, the Ministry of 
Finance will start paying cash 
subsidy for sugar, rice and 
milk, on behalf of the Ministry 
of Supply. 

Finance Minister Suleiman 
Hafez said' this arrangement 
has been made in coordination 
with the Ministry of Supply. 
Mr. Hafez said the payment 
will cover the months of Janu- 
ary, February, March and 
April. 

He indicated that the cash 
subsidy will be paid over a 
period of one month starting 


March 24. He said that bread 
cash subsidy will also be paid 
through the postal saving 
offices and the various banks 
entrusted by foe ministry to 
carry out such a task. 

Mr. Hafez said beneficiaries, 
other than civil servants and 
retirees, can collect foe cash 
subsidy from foe banks and 
post offices, where they used to 
collect their cash subsidy 
before. Civil servants, retirees 
and beneficiaries from foe 
National Aid Fund, will 
receive the cash payments with 
their monthly salary for April. 



Abu Shakra Introduces New Perfume 

Abu Shakra Trading Company last week introduced a new 
perfume to the Jordanian market. At a reception held at Mar- 
riott Hotel. Chairman of the Board of Abu Shakra Trading 
Company Abdul Hamid Abu Shakra, and Messrs Ra’ed and 
Rami Abu Shakra introduced the women's perfume. Very 
Valentino from Elisabeth Arden, in the presence of Arden's 
Marketing Manager Mike Durant, who said that Jordan is the 
first country in foe Middle East where this perfume has been 
introduced. 


Palestinian trade hit by 
border closures — UNCTAD 


GENEVA (R) — Despite 
hopes to the contrary, the 
Palestinian economy has 
not emerged from its 
reliance on trade with Israel 
and remains hamstrung by 
border closures and limits 
on movement of goods, a 
U.N. study said on Thurs- 
day. 

Dependence on Israel 
leaves the Palestinian econ- 
omy acutely vulnerable to 
bilateral political ties, and 
the U.N. Conference on 
Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) said its busi- 
ness activity, income and 
investments had all been 
falling since 1996. 

Israefi closures of the bor- 
der with the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in the last two 
years have hit Palestinian 
agricultural export espe- 
cially hard, according to the 
annual study “Palestinian 
merchandise trade in the 
1990s.” 

“The highly visible nature 
of the border closures and 
their Impact in 1996 and 
1997 have eroded earLier 
optimism and confidence in 
the Palestinian territory as 
potentially attractive for 
domestic and foreign 


investment and trade.' 1 it 
said. 

“Without sustained less- 
ening of these barriers, the 
prospects for reinvigorating 
Palestinian external trade 
and pursuing an export-led 
growth strategy seem dis- 
tant." 

The report added that 
structural reform was also 
needed to make better use 
of the Palestinian territory’s 
production capacity and 
help it to engage in global 
commerce. 

To be competitive, Pales- 
tinian industry had to move 
from relying on low costs 
to attracting investment for 
more lucrative niche prod- 
ucts for export. 

Palestinian exports of 
merchandise goods exports 
fell to an estimated $265 
million in 1996 from $326 
million in 1995. Exports to 
Israel fell to $235 million 
from $306 million. 

A customs union with 
Israel established following 
an economic protocol in 
1994 did not produce an 
anticipated move into new 
markets, and UNCTAD 
said Israel remained virtu- 
ally the sole trade partner. 


“Although the accords 
allow the Palestinian 
authority a significant 
degree of economic deci- 
sion-making and pursuit of 
distinct economic and trade 
interests, trade performance 
has become subordinated to 
a volatile security situation 
and attendant measures, 
especially border closures 
and restrictions on move- 
ment of goods since 1996,” 
it added. 

It said sectors with high 
export growth potential 
included footwear, ready- 
to-wear garments, pharma- 
ceuticals, metalworking, 
plastic, food processing and 
agro-industries. 

^Ready-to-wear garments 
are the largest industrial 
branch in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and also the 
largest single component of 
Palestinian exports to 
Israel. 

But UNCTAD quoted 
experts as saying that while 
the sector had great export 
potential, it was plagued by 
“weak and wasteful man- 
agement of material, space 
and quality control and a 
generalised lack of good 
manufacturing practices.” 


Lebanon central bank encouraged 
by reduction in budget deficit 


BEIRUT (R) — The 
Lebanese government's 
budget deficit reduction in 
the first two months of 
1998 is encouraging and 
could lead to lower inter- 
est rates, Nasser Saidi, 
first vice governor of the 
central bank, said Satur- 
day. 

“We are now on the road 
to what was required and 
that is a reduction in the 
deficit. We are seeing that 
efforts to contain expendi- 
ture and increase the col- 
lection of revenues is 
showing excellent results. 
The markets will view it 
very favourably.” Mr. 
Saidi told Reuters. 

“We have always felt 
that a reduction of the bud- 
get deficit will encourage 
a downward trend in inter- 
est rates. This would sug- 
gest that perhaps after first 
quarter results we would 
see some reduction in 
interest rates,” he added. 

The finance ministry 
said Friday the govern- 
ment had cut its budget 
deficit in the first two 
months of 1998 to 27 per 
cent, down sharply from 
53 per cent in the same 
period a year earlier. 


A surplus of expenditure 
against revenue of eight 
per. cent was registered in 
February after a 45 per 
cent deficit in January, it 
said. The target for "the 
entire year of 1998 is a 42 
per cent deficit. 

The surplus in February, 
moving the budget for the 
first two months of the 
year well inside the 1998 
target, was welcome news 
to the government of 
Prime Minister Rafik. .Al 
Hariri which has vowed to . 
impose fiscal discipline. 

Mr. Saidi said’ “that 
according to figures 
obtained by the central 
bank, inflation had fallen 
to between five per cent 
and 5.5 per cent in the first 
two months of 1998, com- 
pared with 7.2 per cent in 
January of 1997 and 1 1 . 1 
per cent in February of 
that year. 

He said a healthier infla- 
tion picture could also 
bring a fall in interest rates 
following a review of the 
government's finances 
after the first quarter. 

Central Bank Governor 
Riad Salameh said in 
remarks published Satur- 
day that there were no 


plans to raise interest rates 
on treasury bills. 

The latest budget deficit 
figures are likely to bring 
some’ psychological relief 
to the government which 
has come under mounting 
pressure to control its 
finances. 

International rating 
agencies had warned of a 
possible downgrade unless 
the deficit was tamed and 
the government had vowed 
not t# allow any spending 
beyond the projected 1998 
deficit. 

Investors on a lethargic 
Beirut Stock. Exchange 
have been wailing for the 
government to deliver on 
its promise to impose fis- 
cal discipline, brokers 
said. 

Lebanon last week said 
Paribas would market a 
$500 million three-year 
Eurobond, the start of a $2 
billion borrowing pro- 
gramme on international 
markets. 

Mr. Saidi said the lower 
budget deficit figures 
would make Lebanon 
more attractive in interna- 
tional financial markets. 


Japan 
heads 
for first 
recession 
in 23 years 

TOKYO (R) — Japan 
appears headed for its first 
recession in over two 
decades judging by data 
released Friday, a prospect 
that is likely to strengthen 
calls for the government to 
take decisive steps to jump- 
start the economy. 

Japan’s economy shrank 
0.2 per cent in foe October- 
December quarter from the 
previous quarter, prompting 
foe government to admit that 
its growth target of 0.1 per 
cent for the' fiscal year end- 
ing on March 31 would be 
hard to achieve. 

“When looking at the 
October-December data, it 
seems quite difficult to 
achieve around 0.1 per cent 
growth this fiscal year,” said 
Economic Planning Agency 
(EPAj Vice Minister Shim- 
pei Nukaya. 

Although Me Nukaya 
said the economy was 
unlikely to worsen further, 
private economists said it 
was sure to show minus 
growth for fiscal 1997/98. 

Yasuhiko Ushikubo, an 
economist at the Industrial 
Bank of Japan (IBJ), said: Tt 
will be impossible to achieve 
the government’s growth 
target of 0.1 per cent for foe 
fiscal year. A contraction of 
0.4 or 0.5 per cent will be 
more likely.” 

If Japan does slip into 
recession in 1997/98 it will 
be for foe first time since foe 
economy 1 contracted 0.7 per 
cent in fiscal 1974/75. 

Economists said the out- 
look remained bleak, citing 
an absence -of any bright 
signs. 

Mr. Nukaya said con- 
sumption was likely to 
recover slightly, but econo- 
mists disagreed. .< 
Matthew Poggi, an econo- 
mist with Lehman Brothers, 
said: “In terms of a rebound, 
I have to disagree a bit with 
the head of the EPA. So far, I 
haven't really seen a 
rebound in consumption in 
foe first- quarter. We’ve had 
household spending and 
retail sales numbers and they 
really don’t look much better 
than the first quarter of last 
year.” 

In January, foe percentage 
of disposable income that 
was actually used for spend- 
ing at wage-earning house- 
holds fell to a record low. 

Economists also said the 
fallout from turmoil in Asian 
economies was likely to take 
its toll in the coming months. 


THE Daily Crossword E (filed by Wayne Robert Williams 
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ACROSS 
1 Part ol OED 
5 Gather together 
10 Spherical 
bodies 

14 Helper 

15 Segments 
IB Arguable 
17 Dogmatize 

20 Decimal base 

21 Are 

22 Business 
representative 

23 Small bins 

24 Director Kazan 
26 Summer TV 

fare, often 

29 Former 
Russian ruler 

30 Winged 
mammal 

33 Exhilarate 

34 Large truck, 
briefly 

35 Fast horse 

36 Squeal 

39 Hubbub 

40 TV P.l. Peter _ 

41 Andretti or 
Lemieux 

42 Pen on the 
farm 

43 Sacred 

44 Set as clay 

45 Mating woman 

46 Ex-G.la 

47 "The Maltese 
Falcon* co-star 

SO Nile port 
52 Industrious 
insect 

55 Dwotogize 

58 Go off, as milk 

59 iridescent 
gems 

60 In one’s right 
mind 

61 Nudnik 

62 Written test 

63 Pop quiz 

DOWN 

1 Bridge position 

2 Mature . 

3 Arabian gulf 

4 Pekoe, e.g. 

5 Summits 

6 Dresses 
reaching below 
the an kies 



By Edgar Font ai ne 
DJghton, UA 

7 Curving 
courses 
6 Respected 
leader 

9 Mach+jel 

10 Last Greek 
letter 

11 Took a horse 

12 Given flfs 

13 RBI or ERA ■ 

16 Condo for 

canines 

19 Musical of the 
60s 

23 Income 
opposite 

25 Secular 

26 Takes live 

27 "MkJdemansh 1 
author 

26 Quald or lYara 

29 Minuscule 

30 Get on 

31 Eagle's nest 

32 Test the fit of 

34 YaimAes 

35 Snarls 

37 Stravinsky or 

Sikorsky 

38 TNT 


□ 

□ 

m 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



fQIBMTtoai IM Samoa, he 


43 Famed trumpet 
player AJ 

44 Misbefiet 

45 Pumpkin kin 

46 Luxurious 
country house 

47 Guild: abbr. 

46 Brogue or 

wingtip, e.g. 


49 Junket 

51 For {Ay's sake 

52 Mythical Greet 
warrior 

53 Nickname for 
granny 

54 Those people 

56 Toler's tool 

57 Exploit 


Peanuts 


• •• • F— i 


TELL fM 5WEET 
0ABBOO l*M HERE 
TO PICK UP M Y 
VALENTINE.. J 


IM NOT HER 5WEET 
BABB00.AND I WOULDN'T 
6IVE HER A VALENTINE 
IF SHE WERE THE LAST 
PERSON ON EARTH! 


WAIT HEREj'uJ 
60 KICK HIM 
FOR YOU.. 









Mutt’n’Jeff 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 1998 . 


By Linda C Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Handle business this 
morning. This evening, you're going to want to relax at 
home. A nice meal, good music and perhaps a soak in 
the hot tub will make this a memorable Friday night. If 
your sweetheart has other plans, let him or her go with- 
out you. An occasional absence does make the heart 
grow fonder. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You're able to learn 
more quickly than usual. Information just sticks to your 
brain. So study something your boss or professor has 
been trying to teach you. A loved one can help. He or 
she may not have complete mastery of the subject yeL 
but the insights will be priceless. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) It’s a good afternoon to 
go shopping, if you can find the energy. It looks like 
you'd rather just take off early on your weekend jaunt. 
That could prove more expensive than you'd planned. 
Better check on your motel reservations and other little 
details. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) It looks like you could 
puli off foe deal of foe century if you got insider infor- 
mation and tried something unusual. You might be able 
to wrangle an unconventional loan. If you don’t have 
somebody helping you with a real estate deal, start 
investigating one. He or she will most likely be a Libra. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) Your luck changes far the 
worse as your day progresses. There’s a whole Jot to do. 
Scan over your lists first thing this morning. Sort our 
those little pieces of paper in your pockets, too. A cou- 
ple hours spent getting organised this morning could 
really save your bacon later in the day. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Conditions are 
hectic this morning, but you’ll get foe most creative 
wock done then. Meet with friends later in the day. A 
party would be a good way to relax and renew your 
energy. In- fact, it's a good weekend to party, from ton- 
giht clear through Sunday. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is easy, but 
don’t get lazy. You're going to have to perform up to the 
standards you've already set for yourself. Better check 
your calendar again. If you miss this meeting, you'll be 
in trouble. It looks Like there might be quite a bit of 
money involved. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Conditions 
for travel look excellent through Sunday. How long has 
it been since you and your sweetheart had a romantic 
cruise? If you can't afford foe Princess line, a sailboat 
will do. If you can't even manage a rowboat, don't let 
that stop you. There's some sort of cruising you can do 
this weekend. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
and your partner had better have a meeting this morn- 
ing. You're going to have to shell out some money later 
in foe day, so you need to agree on priorities. If either 
of you spends the money without foe other's approval, 
it could make the mutual purchase impossible. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) If you 
jiush yqurself hard this morning, you might get out 
early. It'll definitely be worth the effort You work hard- 
er than three or four people most of foe time, so why not 
allow yourself to relax harder than three or four people 
as well? Go for it 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’d like 
to spend the whole day in fascinating conversation. 
Instead, you’re going to have to take care of business. 
Consider the possibilities and make the best decision. It 
won’t be easy, but it could bring you fame as well as 
fortune. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This weekend 
you’ll be even more romantic than usual. If you don't 
have a sweetheart, consider somebody you’ve always 
thought of as a good friend. There might be a difference 
in your ages, but that’s OK. It’s foe level of communi- 
cation that counts. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



Tm setting up a Web page so 
other couples can vote on 
our disagreements.” 


TOOT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
O by Hwvl Arnold and Mbb Argkton 


Unscramble these four JivnUes, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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MELIR 







GU 

RPE 
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BAHCLE 

xm 


WW THE 
^COMFftNY'S 
PRE5ICWT WENT 
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Am: FOR 


Now anange the dieted letters to 
•wm the surprise answer, as sug- 
geoted by the above cartoon. 
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i!” Business & Finance 




A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Treasury collects around JD10 million a year 
from processing domestic help applications 


** ACCORDING TO statistics obtained from 
the ministries of interior and labour, there *are 
around 22,000 rands, mostly Sri Lankans, 
working in Jordan. Imran Khamash, director of 
the Dejxutment of Nationalities and Foreigner's 
Affaire at the Ministry erf Interior, calculated the 
aforementioned number based on handling 
between 60 and 70 applications a day to bring 
maids to the Kingdom. 

He estimated the revenue to the treasury from 
fees to obtain a work permit and a JD20 pay- 
ment upon the maid's arrival at between JD9 
milli on and JD10- million. This amounts 

excludes (he monthly wage, that ranges between 
JD 100 and JD20Q. that the employer pays to the 
maid in addition to the invisible costs of food, 
clothing and lodging. 

"Despite noticing that the number of maids 
has dropped at tins time, due to difficult eco- 
nomic conditions, the number still remain high” 
Mr. Khamash indicated Sources at the Ministry 
of Labour estimated the number at between 
15.000 and 20X00 but they emphasised dial 
about 30 per cent of the maids were “in viola- 
tion” of regulations. 

Mr. Khamash said the Ministry of Interior has 
many serious ideas that it wants to carry out with 
the concerned authorities to centred the proce- 
dures for bringing maids. However, be denied 


that raising the amount of fores for violations or 
increasing the fees for work permits were 
among the ideas being contemplated 

He explained that the ideas will not only deal 
with clear and obvious violations that have been 
acc umulatin g but aim at developing and organ- 
ising tbe measures for bringing and employing 
the maids. He added that there wffi be a high 
degree of coordination between the department, 
the concerned patties and the newly- established 
directorate for family and child care at tbe Min- 
istry of Interior. 

Manned sources indicated that "tbe ideas” 
aim at organising the establishment of employ- 
ment offices, especially for maids, so that they 
become the concerned and responsible patties 
for bringing and employing them as well as 
coordmating with the counterpan offices abroad. 

Sin Nasser, a sociology expert, said “die phe- 
nomenon of employing maids was restricted to 
rich families in the post and it was like a fashion 
at that time.” Nowadays maids have become a 
basic condition in setting up a family. Dr. Nass- 
er added Noting that Jordanians shun many jobs 
despite their dire need for them and stressing that 
Jordan is a poor country. Dr. Nasser concluded: 
“I won't be surprised if someday I hear about 
Jordanian women leaving their children and rel- 
atives to go work abroad.” tAl Aswaq). 
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The Business of Information 


US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JPYen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
' SaudlRfy&l 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
| Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/! 000 
Egyptian 


>r currencies & 


1.6705 3.0380 

0.8787 123,13 

0.0078 1.4196 

0.7083 1.2803 

0.0006 1.0134 

0.4884 8&62 

0.1640 0.2976 


cross i 

0.6986 
. 0.3296 


1.1525 
4.0486 | 
0.0823 
71.96 
24.1597 


Prices as at ...... 

14/D3/98 19:13 






127.80 

14118 

1790.00 

2.0476 

6.0970 

7040 

0.7776 

98645 

1.1281 

34591 

21346 

24SS4 

2990 JM 

34205 

10.1850 

88.71 

0.9678 

1214.38 

13840 

4.1364 

- 

1.1043 

14.00 

160.16 

4.7689 

1.10 

- 

126845 

14543 

4.3261 

1402.72 

0.7863 

- 

1143 

34042 

8237 

It 6893 

87348 

- 

24769 

2034 

0.2315 

33.57 

334700 



Middle Eastern Currencies 


- 

I 0.7090 

3.7506 

04770 

3.6410 

0.3051 

3.6729 

1628.00 

14104 


53900 

0.5317 

6.1364 

04303 

6.1804 

2156.16 

OSsss 

I 0.1890' 

■" “ , 


hw*: 

; 0.98 

' 40740 

2.65 

14806 

94485 

- 1 • 946, 

- 04092. 

1. 9.74 

4053.05 

04746 


1.0301 

' ’1.0301 

6.0838 

' 1.61' 

1^1 • i 

l 419.66 

34782 

24242 

122960 

14359 

1144 

- 

.1244 

16009.01 

0.2723 

0.1930 

1.0212 

0.1026 

04913 

0.0831 

- 

416.02 

0.65 

04640 

24548 

04467 

2.3829 

0.1996 

24037 

- 

0.2926 

04076 

1.0983 

0.1104 

1.0662 

0.0893 

1.0765 

447.44 
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Mid-East Currencies 





1247 

14,15 

1247 

1240 

1448 

1240 

10.65 

137.00 

.1047 

137.00 




SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 



0.15861 

0.16298 

0493 

0.40132 

11’ ••11 

1.68781 

3 

|| 

1.126 

Z 

7724 | 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 



GoM (oz’s) 
Silver tor's) 
Platinum (ox's) 
AL (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 Months) 
Nl (3 Months) 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Parts 

Frankfurt 


Coffee (cflbs) 
Cocoa ($Aon) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat (S/ton) 
Soya (c/lbs) 

■ Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (S/bsh) 
Rice (S/toft) 



Main Equity Indices 




DOW JONES 


FriSE 100 
NIKKIE 226 
-CAC40 
DAX 



8638.42 
1076^6 
6841.2 
17129 
.23 
4909 .S 


* JOD Cross Rates 
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US Dollar 

0.708 

GB StEfffing 

1.1818 

■ DE Marie 

04897 

CH Franc 

04798 

FR Franc 

0.1161 

JPYen 

0.5632 

NL Guilder 

0.3463 

fTUra 

04949 





Sudeiri ready to help Jordanian 
businessmen deal with Saudis 


AMMAN( Petra) — The 
Saudi ambassador to Jor- 
dan. Abdullah Sudeiri, 
Saturday said he will facil- 
itate the travel of Jordan- 
ian businessmen to Saudi 
Arabia to hold talks with 
their Saudi counterparts. 

Mr. Sudeiri was speaking 


during a meeting with the 
president and members of 
the Federation of Jordan- 
ian Chambers of Com- 
merce, held at the federa- 
tion's headquarters. 

Mr. Sudeiri expressed 
readiness to help- the Jor- 
danian side overcome any 


35 Years of Excellence 
in Quality Service 


obstacles impeding the 
importation and exporta- 
tion of goods between 
both countries. 

The Saudi ambassador 
and the federation execu- 
tive board members 
reviewed the outcome of 
the visit early this year by 
a Jordanian industrial and 
commercial delegation to 
Saudi Arabia, and means 
of enhancing economic 
relations. 

Mr. Sudeiri outlined tbe 


important role that the pri- 
vate sector in both coun- 
tries can play in increasing 
scopes of operation ip the 
various fields, particularly 
in such areas as joint pro- 
jects and investments. 

The federation president, 
Haidar Murad, presented 
the federation's trophy to 
Mr. Sudeiri in appreciation 
of his efforts to enhance 
economic trade between 
both countries. 


Hotel InterContinental Jor- 
dan celebrates its 35th 
anniversary today. With its 
fourth major expansion and 
renovation programme under 
way, the hotel continues to 
revive its fresh image and 
maintain its high standards of 
quality, hospitality, reliability 
and first-class service. 

Today Jordan's leading hotel 
is turning into an impressive 
500-room building. With an 
exquisite and newly built 
health spa. an outdoor swim- 
ming pool, extravagant ball- 
rooms, meeting rooms. Mid- 
dle Eastern and international 
restaurants and cafes and 
other facilities, the hotel is 
well prepared to serve its for- 
eign and Jordanian guests to 
i international five-star stan- 
dards. 

The hotel's InterFit Health 
Spa, which started operation 
in November 1997, offers the 


latest siate-of-the-an gym 
equipment, fitness classes and 
an indoor lap pool all aimed at 
improving the health and 
wellbeing of the spa's mem- : 
bers and guests, helping them j 
look and feel good. In House I 
guests and Interfit members 
can also enjoy therapeutic 
massages, soothing facials 
and body treatments in the 
sanctuary of peace and tran- 
quillity. 

When the hotel opened its 
doors in 1963, as Jordan's 
first five-star hotel, it had 110 
guest rooms. By the end of 
the present renovations, 
scheduled for completion by 
the end of this year, the hotel 
will stand as an outstanding 
500-room building with a 
new look, new restaurants, 
new shopping arcade, new- 
underground parking facili- 
ties and new and renovated 
guest rooms. 


Telefonica and WorldCom 
announce joint venture 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Spain's Telefonica and U.S. 
telecom giants WorldCom 
and MCI have announced 
plans to cooperate on sever- 
al strategic business ven- 
tures, in a bid to strengthen 
their positions in Europe 
and the Americas. 

WorldCom President 

Bernard Ebbers said in a 
statement that the coopera- 
tion would “enhance tbe 
short- and long-term growth 
and value of the companies, 
given the rapidly expanding 
global market opportuni- 
ties.” 

Telefonica C hairman 

Juan Villalonga also said the 
deal would enhance oppor- 


tunities for his company. 

“We have chosen the best 
partners to help broaden our 
reach in Europe, consoli- 
date our market leadership 
in tbe Spanish-speaking 
world and move forward 
with new investment oppor- 
tunities in Larin America, 
particularly in Brazil, which 
will be our principle focus 
during 1998,” Mr. Villalon- 
ga said. 

The agreement builds 
upon an agreement last 
April between Telefonica 
and MCI which gives the 
Spanish company a minori- 
ty equity position in World- 
Corn’s current and future 
European businesses. 
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PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY'S NAME 

Sion 


DIV. NO. NO. OF 

OF SHARES 

TRANS. 


VAL0E OPEN CLOSE CHANCE 

TRADED PRICE PRICE 

JD 


346.000 

250.000 

ARAB BANK 

15.6 

1.18 

11 

320 

109000 

339.50 

340.00 

.50+ 

2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

X 

0.00 

14 

58868 

102468 

1.77 

1.74 

.03- 

3.540 

1.330 

BANK OF JORDAN 

4.2 

0.00 

1 

50 

67 

1.34 

1.34 

- 

2.680 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

10.5 

5.97 

38 

.19537 

34248 

1.73 

1.75 

.02 + 

5.300 

4.610 

THE BOOSING BK. 

29.6 

1.96 

10 

59924 

299167 

4.98 

4.95 

.03- 

4.180 

1.820 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

10. 1 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1900 

1.90 

1.90 

- 

.920 

.620 

JOR. GOLF BANK 

4.0 

10.29 

4 

2000 

1360 

.69 

.68 

.01- 

4.020 

1.990 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

10.3 

4.75 

12 

6200 

12529 

2.03 

2.02 

.01- 

2.350 

1.610 

JT-7. 3NV. FIN. BANX/KEW 

E 

0.00 

1 

2000 

3420 

1.72 

1.71 

.01- 

1.460 

.BOO 

BEIT . AL-MAL (BEITKA) 

.6 

15.79 

1 

100 

95 

.96 

.95 

.01- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 235.95 *CHG: 


JOR FRENCH INSUR. 
ARAB LZPE INS OR. ' 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 122.40 Z CHG: 


2.140 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 

9.9 

4.85 

$.080 

2.450 

HXMKH MINERALS 

58.3 

0.00 

1.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

1.120 

.850 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

14.0 

5.94 

9.350 

6.700 

ALRA'X 

9.5 

6.44 

1.090 

.900 

ZARXA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

1.830 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

7.3 

6.71 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 12D.B7 ZCHG: -0.38 


1.160 

.930 

ATTANQBEB 

9 

0.00 

4.450 

2.690 

JOR- CEMENT FACT. 

19.3 

3.85 

4.140 

3.050 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MIRES 

9.2 

3.01 

11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. RXFXKARX 

10.3 

B. 35 

1.390 

1.040 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

10.7 

8.13 

7.350 

5.800 

JOR. WORSTED WILLS 

10.5 

3.08 

5.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. KAMF. 

14.6 

3.77 

2.940 

2.250 

JORDAN DAIRY 

6.4 

9.65 

1.570 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES KANFCT. 

15.4 

6.45 

1.420 

.770 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

9 

0.00 

6.350 

4.400 

DAR ALDANA DV.INV. 

15.3 

4.01 

.600 

.400 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

10.6 

0.00 

1.140 

.680 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

23.5 

0.00 

1.140 

.660 

NATIONAL STEEL £KD. 

9 

0.00 

.640 

.510 

national rros. 

9 

0.00 

.960 

.370 

INTERNED . PETRO . CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

2.320 

1.380 

0NZV.C8EM.INDS. 

13.8 

6.54 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE HIRE. HF AC 

29.4 

0.00 

.790 

.530 

JOR. 50LPHO-C8EM 

9 

0.00 

1.560 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

17.6 

5.07 

1-670 

.810 

ON IV. MQON.INDS. 

P 

.20 

1.410 

.690 

JOR. nros . RESOURCES 

10. 8 

12.50 

1.620 

1.150 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.1 

4.67 

1.080 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE 00. 

19.2 

0.00 

1.880 

1.290 

EL -ZAT READY HEAR 

48.9 

0.00 

1-250 

1.080 

XNTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

1.220 

.860 

UNION CH. 6 VBC. 

49.1 

0.00 

.850 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

37.1 

6.10 

.840 

.570 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 

15.63 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 114.76 *CSG: -C 


INDEX: 170.58 *CSG: -i 



Israel’s 
Kitan 
to move 
more work 
to Irbid 

From the Jerusalem Post 

TEL AVIV— Kitan Con- 
solidated Ltd, the Tel Aviv- 
based textiles and clothing 
manufacturer decided to 
move most of its sewing 
operations to Jordan in an 
attempt to recover from a 
loss of NIS 36.1 million in 
1997. 

The company attributed 
its losses to a drop in local 
sales, restructuring costs, 
which totalled NIS 69.6 
million, and the difficulties 
of Gibor-Sabrina. put under 
receivership last December. 
Kitan owns 50.3 per cent of 
Gibor. 

Kitan may continue to 
fire workers under cutbacks 
this year, “but the large- 
scale layoffs have more or 
less been completed with 
the closure of big depart- 
ments,” company financial 
director Yehiel Yeshua said. 

During 1998. Kitan said it 
would take further efficien- 
cy measures in production 
lines for Kitan and sub- 
sidiary Tango. 

Last year Kitan fired 400 
workers in its Nazareth 
plant and moved most pro- 
duction to Dimona. 

This year it plans to unite 
the operations of its sub- 
sidiary Tango, now operat- 
ing in Yarka, Nazareth and 
Beit She’an into one facto- 
ry expected to be based in 
Yarka. 

Tango, which product 
Levi's and T-shirts, may 
also establish a joint ven- 
ture in Jordan. Mr. Yashua 
said. At present Kitan has 
no plans to open a factory' 
in Jordan, as the work in the 
country is subcontracted to 
large sewing houses. 

"The company said it is 
aiming to produce higher 
quality products that have a 
higher added value, due to 
competition in the labour- 
intensive industry. Kitan 
sells mostly to the local 
market- 

This year, the Golf-Kitan 
is to sell Benetton clothing, 
after winning an exclusive 
contract for the franchise in 
Israel. 


Swiss, Belgian 
airlines ban . 
smoking 
on flights 
from June 

ZURICH, Switzerland 
(AFP) — Swissair and Bel- 
gian airline Sabena have 
announced that smoking 
would be banned on all their 
flights from June 1. 

Both companies have 
imposed a no-smoking ban 
only on flights within 
Europe and to North Ameri- 
ca until now. 

In a statement, Swissair 
said that with “four passen- 
gers out of five preferring to 
fly in a no-smoking environ- 
ment.” it opted to “satisfy its 
passengers' wishes.” 

Sabena also quoted the 
growing number of passen- 
gers wanting to fly in no- 
smoking sections as the rea- 
son behind the ban. 

Swissair has a 49.5 per 
cent stake in Sabena. 


Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


Area: 200 sq.m. 
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3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
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Fax: 5932605 . 

Mobile: 079/30007 
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Amman - Cairo - Rio 


KOOK A 



40%OFF 

SPRING 

COLLECTION 

20%OFF K fASHlON 


■ Ac! Cerw - Alcvo 
hui.'-.xins Patch: 


TO ADVERTISE 
: IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- ■ 

5699634 EXT. 42 







































Sports 


Jordan Times, Sunday, March 15 


Hardaway gone for rest 


of NBA season 


ORLANDO I AFP) — Orlando guard Anfemee "Penny '* 
Hardaway will miss the last 22 games of the National 
Basketball Association season with a sore left calf that kept 
him out the past month. 

"It’s an overstressed tendon in my calf." Hardaway said. 
“It was a result of coming back too early. Right now I'm 
going to just sit out the season. It's best for me to stay out 
now and get fully healthy." 

Combined with a knee injury that sidelined Hardaway 
earlier this year. Penny has missed 43 games of a 32-30 
Magic season. He underwent knee surgery in December. 

Due to the sore calf, he has not played since February 13. 

"I've gotten a lot of knocks about my knee being injured 
and i people saying it) probably won’t ever get well. So. I'm 
just going to wait until I get 100 percent and come back and 
play good basketball," he said. 

The Magic are battling New Jersey and Washington for 


the final Eastern Conference play oft' berth and a likely first- 
round playoff date with the reigning champion Chicago 
Bulls. 

Hardaway has J 6.4 points, four rebounds and 3.6 assists a 
game. The Magic struggled to a 13-18 mark without 
Hardaway earlier but have been sparked in the past month 
by Nick Anderson, who has 20 points a game since 
Hardaway's latest departure. 

‘■It's not a surprise. We haven't had him all year it seems," 
Orlando coach Chuck Daly said. ”1 could tell with the way 
it was going that he probably wouldn't be back. It's unfor- 
tunate. but that's the way it is." 

Guard Mark Price, w ho missed nine games after suffering 
ligament damage in his left thumb last month, was activat- 
ed to replace Hardaway. 


Fredericks 
still waiting 
for his 
1994 medal 


JOHANNESBURG iAFP) 
— Double Olympic sprint 
silver medallist Frankie 
Fredericks threatened 
Saturday to boycott the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Kuala Lumpur unless he 
receives his medal from the 
1994 Games in Victoria. 
Canada. 

Speaking on his arrival 
here. Fredericks said he fin- 
ished fourth in the 1 00m 
final in Victoria, but was 
promoted to third place 
after second-placed Horace 
Dove Edwin was disqual- 
ifed after testing positive for 
steroids. 

He said he is still wailing 
for his bronze medal. 

"I ran in the 200m as well 
and was around in the ath- 
letes' village for quite some 
time after the 100m final, so 
there is no excuse why the 
organisers did not get my 
medal to me." Fredericks 
told arpress conference. 

“If I don't receive my 
medal soon. I won't go to 
Kuala Lumpur.” 

The Namibian athlete 
flew- to South Africa to 
compete in Monday’s sec- 
ond Grand Prix Summer 
Series track meeting in 
Roodepoort, and Friday's 
series final in Cape Town- 

Fresh from a short cam- 
paign on the Australian out- 
door circuit. Fredericks said 
believes American 


ne 


sprinters Tim Montgomery 
and Brian Lewis could have 
an advantage over him after 
their stints on the world 


indoor scene. 


”i believe that a sprint uth- 
iere is sharper when having 
competed on the indoor cir- 
cuit." he added. 

"The distance in the short 
spnnt is 60m. and while at 
the start of the outdoor sea- 
son an athlete may still be a 
bit slow at the ’'tan of the 
iOOm. there is still time to 
mal:c up for it because the 
race i« 4ttm longer than 
indoors." 

Fredericks has dipped 
under 10 seconds in the 
]00m on 17 occasions in 
competition, more times 
than any other athlete. 
American Carl Lewis has 
broken the 10 second barri- 
er 15 times. 

Apart from the sprinters, 
•’t her international athletes 
competing in the summer 
series include U.S. indoor 
champion Oman Clay 
! 200m >. the American 
Harrison twins Alvin and 
Calvin 5400m’. Ukmnian 
world 200m champion 
Zhanna Pintusevich. U.S. 
sprint star Chrysle Gaines 
tlOOmi. L'kranian hurdler 
Tatyana Tereshchuk, 
Nigeria's Olympic bronze 
medalist Falliat Ogunkoya 
> 490m i and European high 
jump champion Monica 
iaear of Romania. 



Dutch speed skater Ids Postma in action during his men’s 5 IKK) metres all round 
World Speed Skating Championship race in Heerenveen March 13. Postm3 won 
the race in a time of 6:33.09 minutes and takes the lead in the overall standings 
(Reuters photo) 


Metz 


surge 

further 

clear 


PARIS (AFP) — Metz 
opened up a four point lead 
at the top of the French first 
division Friday moight 
when a goal from Cyril 
Serredzum seven minutes 
from time gave the leaders 
a 1-0 victory at 
Montpellier. 

The w-in was particularly 
valuable since defending 
champions Monaco, 
already beaten last week- 
end at home by Lens, 
crashed again at Auxerre. 

Guy Roux's side, elimi- 
nated from the French 
league cup after a penalty 
shoot-out on Tuesday, pro- 
duced a superb 3-1 win — 
Steve Marlet scoring twice 
and talented midfield play- 
er Sabri Lamouchi also 
finding the net for the 
home side. 

Monaco pulled one back 
through their international 
striker David Trezeguet in 
the 78th minute but it was 
too little too late. 

It was just the result 
Auxerre needed before 
their UEFA Cup quarter- 
final restum against IraJian 
giants Lazio who will be 
travelling to France with 
only a one goal advantage 
after the first leg. 

Bordeaux continued their 
success run by coming 
away 2-1 winners from 
Nantes. Strasbourg saw off 
visiting Rennes 3-1 and 
Lyon scored a 2-0 victory 
at Toulouse. 

Cannes slumped back in 
the relegation zone when 
they crashed 2-0 at Le 
Havre and — Gningamp 
shared a goalless draw with 
Chateauroux in a bottom- 
of-the-table showdown. 
Metz closest rivals — 
Lens, who have 52 points, 
and Marseille, who have 50 
play on Saturday.’ 

Lens, who are at home to 
Paris St. Germain, will be 
looking for revenge after 
PSG's Wednesday victory 
over Lens in the French 
League Cup semi-final 
while Marseille are at 
home to Bastia. 



Manchester United’s striker Teddy Sheringham (L) is tackledby Arsenal captair^ 
Tony Adams while Emmanuel Petit watches. The game at Old Trafford is part oft 
FA Premiership (Reuters photo) 


Overmars fires Gunners 
to victory over United 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
race for the English 
Premiership title took a 
fresh twist on Saturday 
when a late goal by 
Dutchman Marc Overmars 
gave Arsenal a dramatic 1-0 
win over leaders 
Manchester United at Old 
Trafford. 

Winger Overmars, a con- 
stant threat to United 
throughout the game, coolly 
buried the winner on 80 
minutes after a neat flick-on 
by substitute Nicolas 
Anelka sent him clear 
through on goal. 

Arsenal's victory, their 
first at Old Trafford since 
1990. puts them firmly in 
contention for the title and 
they are now just six points 
behind United with three 
games in hand. 

Arsene Wenger’s side 
were., up against ihe_best 
home record in tfie league. 
United had conceded just 
six goals in the Premiership 
at Old Trafford and the 
Londoners bad not scored at 
the ‘Theatre of Dreams' 
since 1991. 

But Overmars* goal 
proved a fair reward for the 
Gunners, unbeaten in the 
League for three months, 
who were much the better 
side for most of the match. 

United have not won any 
of the four matches they 
have played this month. 


Arsenal almost scored 
after 13 minutes when 
Dennis Bergkamp released 
his compatriot Overmars 
down che left and the 
winger dribbled past United 
goalkeeper Peter 

Schmeichel before shooting 
just inches wide from the 
acute angle. 

Overmars went close 
again 10 minutes later with 
a powerful drive which 
Schmeichel did well to keep 
out. 

But a clumsy error by 
Arsenal's veteran full back 
Lee Dixon almost gifted 
United a goal they didn’t 
deserve. 

Dixon gave the ball away 
to Andy Cole, who was 
tackled by Tony Adams, but 
the ball fell to Teddy 
Sheringham who saw his 
low shot superbly saved by 
rising -Austrian star- Alex* 
Manninger in the Gunners' 
goal. 

Bergkamp then released 
Overmars down die left 
again and the Gunners 
unsuccessfully appealed for 
a penally after he went 
down under a challenge 
from Curtis. 

Overmars went close 
again on the half hour when 
he tricked his way through 
the United defence only to 
shoot into the side netting. 

The visitors, who beat 
United 3-2 at Highbury in 


November, continued to 
create roost of the chances 
and a minute later, Ray 
Parlour broke down the 


„yien clear** j -u £ r 1 
Mmictn.i 'lax 


".jfrfflS 


•h U. 


nght but fitted roe-ban over ^ impJ v vtumuion HiJ* i 
the advancing Schmeichel «ith 62*1 point*. Hz'iii 
and the United goal. 


Cole was in an offside 
position when he received 
Schmeichei's long kick on 
38 minutes, but the assistant 
referee did not flag and the 
United striker ran through 
only for for Manninger to 
save impressively. 

After 61 minutes 
Overmars was again just 
inches away from opening 
the scoring after Emmanuel 
Petit found him in the box 
with an exquisite chipped 
pass. 

Ronnie Johnsen fired jus 
past the angle from a fine 
United move before Scholes 
blazed over from Thomley’s 
■cross. ~ * - 

But Overmars ' finally ' 
broke the stalemate 10 min- 
utes from time when he 
burst on to Anelka's flick to 
score past Schmeichel in the 
bottom comer. It was his 
1 1th goal of the season. 

United, who face Monaco 
in a European Cuip quarter- 
final on Wednesday night, 
must be worried by their 
slump. In their last nine 
Premiership matches they 
have scored only nine times 
and taken only 11 points. 
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Unhappy Stoichkov 
terminates Barca contract 


BARCELONA iAFPi — 

Stoichkov claimed h> 

i r. 

Barcelona's coatrovcrvial 

absence from tne team 


Bulgarian striker Hrislo 

was down to poliaca! 


Stoichkov on Fridav saiJ 

machinations. 


he had Terminated his 

"They tclub manage- 

* 

contract with the club and 

ment* didn't dare tu say : 

mo*! 

took the opportunity tu 

didn t ha*e a p.ucc . n . ■ . c 


attack the Catalan outfit''* 

team because elections to 

W-r: 

officials. 

the club presidency: were 

. - 

“I am sad." said 

on the point of raking 


Stoichkov. who has been 

place." the veteran s^-ker 

* 

on the sidelines under the 

said, 

C5K 

reign of Dutch coach 

The final break c am e 

S:r 

Louis Van Gaul and has 

Thursday w her. Van G-ai 

p ■- 

only managed 59 minutes 

reponedly tv*id Stoichko*. 


of first team football this 

he had no firs: -team 

_ 

season. 

future. 


The 32-year-old. who 

Stoichkov had previous- 


•starred in Bulgaria's run 

ly denounced Van Gael's 

ne 

to :he 1994 World Cup 

rigid McticaJ m s.'em j.-J 

3'.»- 

semi-finals. won the 

last September said he 

niJJV 

hearts of Barca fans under 

wished Cruyff wa> *•::■; in 


the ultra-successful reign 

chanrc a> he >a> the 


of Johan Cruyff and was 

onls coach who lauch: me 


part of the team which 

anuhir.g." 


won the 1992 European 

And he criticised pre-i- 


Champions Cup. 

Jenl Jose Luis Nunez for 

S:r:: 

He wa> later offloaded 

rwt intervening to help 

•j 

to Parma of Italy, where 

him. while also biamir/j 


he had an unhappy feu 

Nunez for allowing for- 

* *"§/’. * 

months before reluming 

mer sur> such Diego 


to the Nou Camp last 

Maradona and Ronaldo to 

Cup 

summer. 

leave the club. 

Spar 


: Bjicanan interna- 
.1 said his immediate 
t -Aa> unclear, 
ha-e to make the 
of the next three 


Cur" 


he said, 
v nothing 
move to 


Sofia. 


fir-t joined the Catalan 


; the Golden 
top scorer in 
1994 and 
coal* for the 


in 


as winning the 
r.r iocs> Cup. 

h'scov -a on four 
:■-* championship 


Cup Winners 
as v. ell as the 


SCOREBOARD 


Evert Cop 
Semi-finals: 

Martina Hingis (Swi xl) bt Venus Williams (USA x8) 
6-0. 7-6 (9/7) 


Champions Cup 
Quarter- finals: 

Marcelo Rios (Chi x7) bt Petr Korda (Cze x2) 

6-4. 6-2 

Greg Rusedski (Gbr x6) bt Thomas Enqvist (Swe) 
2-6. 7-6 (7/1). 6-4 

Thomas Muster (Aut) br Andrei Medvedev (Ukr) 
5-7. 6-3. 6-4 


Copenhagen ATP Tour 
Semi-finals 

Das id Prinosil (Ger) bt Jan Siemerink (Ned x4) 

6-3. 7-6 (7/5) 

Magnus Gustafsson (Swe \2) bt Kenneth Carlsen (Den) 
6-4. 5-7. 6-2 


Portuguse First Division 


Varzhn 


0 


Sporting 


French First Divslon 


Nantes 

Le Havre 

Guingamp 

Toulouse , 

Montpellier 

'lAuxcxre 

Strasbourg 


Bordeaux 

Cannes 

Chateauroux 

Lyon 

Metz 

Monaco 

Rennes 


GOREN BRIDGE 


1 1,1 for 

W. 


1 «u’ 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIHSCH 
o>7M Tien mku stmen. me. 


«fcihc 


SPOTCARDS DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Neither vulnerable. South deals. 


NORTH 
a J963 
■72 
0 96 

*AQ8S42 

WEST EAST 

*84 * Q 10 7 5 2 

VQJ109 <754 

C Q S 4 3 <-10 82 

+ J93 *K107 

SOUTH 
*AK 

7AK87B3 

OAKJT 

*5 


ambciai'and forcing two-dub open 
ing and a natural positive response 
left North in the awkward posit** 


of having to take preference with t 
singleton. ■ 

With any lead other than t 
trump, declarer would have had ar 
easy road to 10 cricks. AD declarer 
need do is ruff a diamond in dum- 



•ira-I. 


ny and the band wiJ] make any- 
where f 


The bid ding: 
SOUTH WEST 
2* P w 

37 Pass 

Pass 

Pm Pm 


NORTH 

3* 

4* 

40 


EAST 

Pm 

Pm 

Pan 


Opening lead: Queen of 


In one sense, all finesses are 
equal — they stand a 50 percent 
etarae of succeeding. But there are 
ail sorts of factors that can sway 
you to choose one over anatber- 
which defender you would rather 
have on lead; what your possjhili- 
ties are of developing additional 
tricks in the suit. etc. Here U an 
example of a slight extra chance a 
specific finesse may give you. 

. TOe test contract for North-South 
rs three no trump by North, but it is fort, 
nearly impossible to get there. The Iwell 
auction shown, starting with an 


from 10 to 12 tricks, depend; 
iag on how trumps break anc 
whether the queen of diamond! 
comes down. 

The trump lead, however, left 
declarer with a choice of lines. A 
successful finesse in either minor 
suit would deliver the fulfilling 
trick. Is there any reason for choos- 
ing one over the other? 

Decidedly! But first declarer 
should win the trump, the otfa* 
er high trump and continue the sub 
in case it breaks evenly. Let'! 
assume that, after winning tht 
third heart. West shifts to a dub 
The derisive moment is at 

If declarer takes the finesse and 
*’t loses, there ia no way to recoca 
~ even If the queen of diamonds if 
singleton or doubleton. South t£ 
saddled with a diamond loser- fit 
declarer rose with the ace and led * 
di am ond to the jack, losing to tht 
queen. But when declarer latM 
cashed the ace and Ung of dia- 
monds felling the eightaad ten, *4* 
0**en became the fulfilling trick- A 
fortunate outcome to be sure, but 
"earned. 


% 

An 
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PHILADELPHIA T ’< 

PHILADELPHIA 

/ PLAZA V 


Demi Moore ... in 

Pierce Bmsnar. as 

Tne aggesi cir.err .3 prsdueben 


G.I. JANE 

James Bond... in 

TITANIC 

O • 

007...TOMORROW 

Shows: 3:0*1. . :>?J. Akp’J p.m. ; 

O 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30- 6:15. 

NEVER DIES 

I KNOW WHAT YOU 

H 

Shows: 12:50. 3:30.6:15. 

DID LAST SUMMER j 


8:30, 10:30 

8:30. 10:30 

Shows: 12:50 p.m. ' 


J- 

Sw. 

v V 


CINEMA T£L:5fi77-iJU 

CONCORD 


Y 


CDiBtt TIL. 070 rwp 

GALLERIA 2 


TEC T9 33430 

GALLERIA 1 
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Adel Imam &Yusra ... in 

RISALA ILA A L WALI 

! \ Rash: i 

S hou’i 1 2. 3:3*1. h 00. $ 15. 10-.30 
TITANIC SHOWS. 9-30 P.M 


ABDOUN 


ABDOUN 


GRAND OPENING 


GRAND OPENING 


LONG KISS GOODNIGHT : 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


TITANIC 

Shows: 5:15. S:45 

The film is also ok or 2:00 p.m. ok 
W ednesdays. Thursdays and Fridays i , 

^ __A 


TITANIC 

Shows: 5:15, 8:45 

The film is also on at 2:00 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. Thursdays and Fridays 


Hshan'fexsltete 
TEL: 4625155 
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Sports 


d r-J'i .Z Sweden's Ylya Nowen clears a gate on her way to place 8th, with a time of 1:31.37, in the women's World Cup 

•z •' slalom race in Crans Montana March 14. The race was won by Slovenia’s Urska Hrovat ahead of Germany’s 
■3 “ <<r Martina Ertl and Olympic champion Hilde Gerg, also of Germany. Nowen won the overall women’s Alpine siding 

;r ~ “ World Cnp slalom title with 620 points (Reuters photo) 


Eberharter leads Austrian cleansweep 


CRANS -MONTANA. Switzerland 
(AFP) — Stephan Eberharter won 
Saturday’s World Cup final giant 
. slalom race here as Austrian skiers fin- 
yshed 1-2-3 — it was the 29-year-old 
Austrian’s first ever World Cup win. 

Eberharter, fastest after the first run. 
finished with a combined time of 2 min 
• 22.97sec. Then came his compatriots 
Hans Knauss, at 0.23. and dual 
Olympic gold medallist Hermann 


Maier at 0.92. 

Maier, who had already clinched the 
men’s overall World Cup title and the 
Super G title, sealed the giant slalom 
honours with his third-place finish. 

For Eberharter, who won two world 
titles in 1991, it represented a great 
comeback after a succession of knee 
injuries had blighted previous seasons. 

Maier, nicknamed the ‘Herminator,’ 
ensured he claimed his third World 


Cup title when he finished ahead of 
major rival Michael Von Gruenigen of 
Switzerland, who could ‘ finish only 
sixth. 

. Former Italian master Alberto 
Toruba failed to sign off with a grand 
finale as only 1 1th after the first run he 
pushed too hard on the second leg and 
missed a gate. 


Bios avenges Aussie Open defeat 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) — 
Marcelo Rios ousted World 
No. 2 Petr Korda 6-4, 6-2 
here Friday to avenge his 
defeat by the Czech in the 
final of the Australian 
Open final. 

Rios, the seventh seed, 
needed just 65 minutes to 
dispose of Korda, also 
dashing the Czech veter- 
an’s hopes of taking over as 
the World No. I from 
American Pete Sampras on 
Monday. 

A victory in this tourna- 
ment, after Sampras was 
upset by former World No. 
I Thomas Muster in the 
third round Thursday, 
could have given Korda the 
top spot. 



Instead he found himself 


on the scrap heap with 
Sampras. third-seeded 
Australian Pat Rafter, 
fourth-seeded Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and 
fifth-seeded Jonas 

Bjorkman of Sweden. 

Korda made Rios' task 
easier with 31 unforced 



Marcelo Rios 


errors. 

The Chilean converted 
five of his seven break 
chances while Korda could 
only take advantage of one 


of his five opportunities. 

In the semi-inals, Rios 
will face an unseeded play- 
er. either the resuigent 
Andre Agassi or 20-year- 


old wildcard Jan-Michael 
GambilJ. 

The two Americans were 
due to meet in the show- 
case match on Friday night. 


Leverkusen 

blow 

opportunity 
to threaten 




} COLOGNE (AFP) — 
Bayer Leverkusen missed 

- • .their chance to leapfrog 
. iV- > ■ Bayem Munich and steal 

- - ' second place from the 

" ' '• T Bavarians in the 

Bundesliga on Friday 
evening when Duisburg 
held them to a 1-1 draw. 

Markus Osthoff put 

Duisburg ahead afteF four 
minutes but. Brazilian 
Emerson equalised for the 
home side before the break. 
./ Hard on Bayer’s heels are 

- :x -- : .-iSchalke, •' who defeated 

\\l£- Hertha Berlin 4-1, ending 
'ii’E bertha’s seven-month 
£j£\ I*- streak without a loss in their 
. Olympic stadium. 

QpLL Schalke went ahead 

. through Marc Wilmots in 
■- the 22nd minute and fol- 
, lowed up with second half 
‘ ,. - goals by captain Olaf Thon 









Carsten Ramelow (L) of German soccer club Bayer Leverkusen and Stefan 
Emmeriing of MSV Duisburg fight for the hall during a German first league match 
In Duisburg. The match ended in a draw 1-1 (Reuters photo) 

(46th), Martin Max (74th) 60,000 disappointed specta- Kaiserslautern, who play 

and Andreas Mueller tors. 1860 Munich Saturday, 

(90th). Leverkusen and Schalke remain top with 54 points. 

> keep their places, third and Bayern Munich, who play 

Michael Preetz scored a fourth respectively, but the Bochum, have 47 while 

consolation for Hertha in distance between them has Leverkusen are on 46 and 


Michael Preetz scored a 
consolation for Hertha in 


the 54th minute in front of shrunk to only two points. 


1860 Munich Saturday, 
remain top with 54 points. 

Bayern Munich, who play 
Bochum, have 47 while 
Leverkusen are on 46 and 
Schalke 44. 


Hingis survives second set 


scare to reach Evert Cup final 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) — 
Switzerland’s Martina 
Hingis reminded ambitious 
Venus Williams just who is 
the world No. 1 Friday, by 
defeating the eighth-seeded 
American in straight sets to 
reach the final of the Even 


Cup. 

Hingis, the top seed who 
is playing here for the first 
time, crushed Williams in 
the first set, but had to fight 
off a set point in the second- 
set tiebreak before taking 
the match 6-0, 7-6 (9/7). 

In the final, she'll face 
defending champion and 
second seed Lindsay 
Davenport, who advanced 
on Thursday night when 
German veteran Steffi Graf 
retired with a strained ham- 
string in the third set of their 
semifinal. 

Hingis, who beat Williams 
in the final of the U.S. Open 
last year, avenged a three- 
set loss to the American at 
Sydney earlier this year. 

She admitted that she 
always found it especially 
sweet to beat a player who 
had beaten her. 

"That motivates me even 
more, yes of courser she 
said. "1 don't like to lose 
against the same player all 
the time, just match by 
match. 

"I’m always more focused 
if I lose to somebody.” 

She also acknowledged 
that Williams' outspoken 
intention of claiming the 
world No. 1 ranking — she 
is currently No. 12 — gave 
her matches against ” the 
American a little extra 
spark. 

"Nobody would like to 
lose against players like 
this, especially when 
they're saying they're going 
to be No. 1,” Hingis said. 

“So far I'm at that place. 
There's Lindsay No. 2. 
We're’ in the finals again.” 
That fact didn’t stop 
Williams, who, like Hingis, 
is 17 years old. from repeat- 
ing her prediction that she 
and younger sister Serena 
would soon be dominating 
the women's game. 

"She said that againT 
Hingis asked with wide 
eyes, but her surprise quick- 
ly faded. “Well, it's nothing 
new any more.” 

Her only other response: 
"Well, so far she's not.” 

For all her bluster. 
Williams was painfully 
aware of that fact on Friday. 

Williams, who won her 
first WTA Tour title in 
Oklahoma City last week, 
fought back from 2-4 down 
in the second, breaking 
Hingis back in the eighth 
game and holding serve to 
lead 5-4. 

She survived a break point 
in the 11th game, and a 
match point at 6-5 in the 
tiebreaker. 

She went on to win the 
next two points to give her- 
self a chance to take the seL 
but she netted a service 
return then made two back- 
hand errors and it was all 
over after one hour and 24 


n 


screw 


© 




Martina Hingis 



Venus Williams 


"She really doesn't have 
ups and downs.” Williams 
observed of Hingis. 


minutes. 

Consistency, she thought, 
was a key difference 
between where she is now 
and where she wants to be. 


"She might get angry at 
herself and miss a shot, it’s 
not like a lot of other play- 
ers will do. miss shots for 


three games. 

"She’s really working 
hard to make sure she main- 
tains her position. She 
maintained it todav asainst 


“I’ll look at myself and 
find out what I’m doing 
wrong. Obviously, she's 
very serious, so 1 have to get 
more serious in the future, 
take her example." 


Pure Announcement 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 


OPENING SHORTLY 


SPECIALTY' ACADEMIC BOOKCENTF.R CO.LTD 


“SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF EQUIPMENT FOR 
THE INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCE AND CURRICU- 
LUM DEVELOPMENT CENTRE OF THE VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING CORPORATION” 


The Jordan-Canada “Economic Development through 
Technical Skills Project" requests proposals from quali- 
fied computer technology companies for the supply, 
installation, commissioning and maintenance of a “turn- 
key" technology system for the Instructional Resources 
and Curriculum Development Centre of the Vocational 
Training Corporation. 


Interest: Medical ^Scientific/T echnicai , 
Literature, Computer &Childrens Books 
## All Kinds of Books In English Language ## 
Almadina-AI-Munawara Str. Al-Lauzi Bldg 
Beside Jor.Univ. Hospital Bridge 
rel.No.(9626) 5531464- Telrax(9626)5531468 


Interested parties may obtain additional information by 
contacting: 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

' Location: Shmeisani behind Western Amman Gas Station. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, separate central 
heating system. Telephone available. 
r Unfurnished clinic available. 

Very close to Arab Gentry for Heart and Special Surgery. 

Tel: 841851 


EDTS Project Office 
P.O.Box: 560 Al Jubeiha 
Jordan 11941 
Fax: 833895 

e-mail: edtsp@nchrd.gov.jo 
Proposals are to be submitted not later than 
12:00 noon on April 12, 1998. 


The 

Skills 


Economic Development through Technical 
Project is coordinirted by the National Centre 


for Human Resources Development, executed by 
the Association of Canadian Community Colleges, 


and funded by the Canadian International 
Development Agency. 


J JOB OPPORTUNITY V 

Regional Office of European international Chemical 
Distribution Company looking for a 

CHEMICAL ENGINEER/CHEMIST 
To be responsible for technical and commercial devel- 
opment of specialty chemicals. 

Applicant to be 22-30 years old and fluent in English. 
Candidates should send their CV 
with recent photo to: 

^ The Manager, P.O.Box 9355, Amman 11191 
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Butler hails ‘new spirit’ 
on Iraqi inspections 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Chief U .N. weapons inspector 
Richard Butler on Friday 
hailed a “new spirit’' of cooper- 
ation on inspections following 
a week of surveillance by an 
American-led team of arms 
experts. 

Mr. Butler chairman of the 
UJM. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in charge of Iraqi 
disarmament, will begin two 
days of talks with Iraq's 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz on March 22, his first trip 
to Baghdad since a crisis over 
U.N. arms inspections was 
defused last month. 

He said new inspections of 
eight presidential compounds 
that include presidential 
palaces and about 1,000 other 
structures would begin “a cou- 
ple of days" after he left the 
Iraqi capital on March 26. 

Ml Butler said he had hope 
that aD inspections would be 
canted out smoothly, not just 
those at the presidential 
palaces, negotiated in a special 
accord by U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan on Feib. 
23. 

Asked if this was due to Ml 
A nnan's intervention with 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, he said he believed 
the orders “did come from the 
top" when American Scott 
Ritter earlier this week led a 
tram of inspectors to eight 
sites, including the headquar- 
ters of Iraq's defence minis try. 


“There is a new spirit out 
there. I think dm is what the 
Ritter exercise showed," he 
said. 

Mr. Butler said the usual pro- 
cedures for inspecting sensitive 
sites had been simplified and 
that Mr. Ritter had conveyed 
this to Mr. Annan, who asked 
to speak with the inspector on 
Friday. 

“Scott Ritter was able to 
report to the secretary-general 
that he considered, and I cer- 
tainly agree, that we had estab- 
lished some new procedures, 
some new benchmarks, for 
access to sites that Iraq choos- 
es to declare as sensitive." 

“We are hopeful that having 
gained that access., they will 
be a benchmark and they will 
be available to us in the 
future," he said. 

Mr. Butler's commission is 
in charge of scrapping Iraq's 
chemical biological and ballis- 
tic missiles, a key requirement 
before sweeping sanctions 
imposed on Baghdad after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, can 
be lifted. 

“We have come a long way 
on missiles, a fairly long way 
in chemistry and we still need 
to go a long way in biology," 
he said. 

Mr. Butler, who was 
Australia's UJ*J. representative 
before becoming UNSCOM 
chief in July 1997, has been 
excoriated by Iraqi officials 
and in the country's govern- 


ment-controlled press. 

A crisis over Iraq's refusal to 
give UN. weapons teams 
unimpeded access to all sites 
they wish to inspect was 
defused when Ml Annan 
signed the accord guaranteeing 
entry to all facilities, including 
eight so-called “presidential 
sites.'' This headed off the 
threat of U.S. air attacks. 

Under the agreement, a new 
UNSCOM commisskmeL 
Jayantha Dhanapala, a Sri 
Lankan diplomat and disarma- 
ment expat, has been appoint- 
ed to bead a special group that 
will inspect “presidential 
sites." 

He arrived in Baghdad on 
Wednesday and will be joining 
Mr. Butler for talks with Mr. 
Aziz. 

In addition to weapons 
experts, the special group will 
include senior diplomats acting 
as observers, as a gesture to 
Iraq’s concern for its “sover- 
eignty and dignity.'' 

Mr. Butler said he was set- 
ting up the first teams, which 
would survey all sites to setup 
“baselines" or reference points 
for future inspections of die 
presidential compounds. 

He said the Vienna-based 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency, in charge of analysing 
Iraq's nuclear potential, would 
send 10 inspectors while Ml 
D hanapala would organise the 
diplomats that would join the 
teams. 


U.N. chief expects queries 
on Iraq on Mideast tour 


UNITED NATIONS (R.) — 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
begins a tour of the Middle 
next week with no fixed 
agenda but an expectation that 
his recent negotiations in 
Baghdad will be raised at each 
stop. 

After spending several days 
at UJN. headquarters in 
Geneva, he visits the region for 
nine days beginning on 
Wednesday, with stops in 
Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, 
Palestinian-controlled Gaza 
and Israel. He then goes to 
Moscow, Beijing and London. 

Mr. Annan, speaking casual- 
ly do reporters before leaving 
New York, said be anticipated 
questions about a “double stan- 
dard:" the pressure put on Iraq, 
rather than Israel to comply 
with U.N. resolutions. 

"But I try to remind them 
that the Iraqi resolutions are 
enforcement resolutions the 
others are not,'' he said. He was 
referring to mandatory 
Security Council resolutions 
adopted under Chapter 7 of the 
UJM. Charter, which allows the 
use of force or sanctions. 

He denied he was about to 
take a role in the Middle East 
peace process, launched in 
Madrid in 1991. 

“As for as the Middle East 
conflict is concerned, the par- 
ties have a mediator" he said 
after a Wednesday dinner with 
US. Secretary of State 


Madeleine Albright. 

Tt is the United States: It is 
President Clinton, Mis. 
Albright and Dennis Ross [the 
State Department's chief nego- 
tiator for the region] " he said. 

T think a multiplicity of 
mediators often confuses the 
issue." 

“In the end, Israel and' Egypt 
have to talk, Israel and Jordan 
have to talk.'' Ml Annan said. 
The aim is to “getthe patties to 
exercise the right courage and 
wisdom to move forward.” 

Speculation on progress has 
focused on Lebanon, where 
tiie United Nations has a 
4,470-member peacekeeping 
force that Mr. Annan will visiL 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has said 
be is prepared to withdraw 
Israeli troops from the occupa- 
tion zone in southern Lebanon 
set up in 1985 if an agreement 
can be reached with Beirut for 
the Lebanese army to deploy in 
the south and disarm Hizbollah 
guerrillas. 

Public discussions in Israel 
have mentioned UJM. Security 
Council Resolution 425, which 
in March 1978 called for an 
immediate withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from an incursion 
against Palestinian guerrillas. 

But Mr. Annan, despite press 
reports about a U.N. plan to 
replace Israeli troops with 
peacekeepers, said several 
times he had no proposals for 


Israeli withdrawal 

“There is nothing to that, I 
have never put any plans for- 
ward. nor do I intend to put 
plans forward,” he said. 

Ml Annan's tour; according 
to his aides, is part of his duty 
of visiting every region of the 
world at the invitation of gov- 
ernments. He was to go to the 
Middle East last month but 
postponed the trip because of 
the Iraqi crisis. 

He is expected to shore up 
support for his recent agree- 
ment in Iraq. 

“1 think he needs to keep 
reminding everyone that a lot 
is at stake,” UJM. spokesman 
Fred Eckhand said. “I think be 
needs to keep that kind of pres- 
sure sustained.” 

Ml Annan has repeatedly 
said that if Iraq does not abide 
by UJM. resolutions, diploma- 
cy might not be given a second 
chance, a reference to threat- 
ened U.S. military strikes. 

A crisis over Iraq's refusal to 
give UJM. weapons teams 
unimpeded access to all sites 
they wish to inspect was 
defused when Mr. Annan 
signed an agreement in 
Baghdad on Feb. 23 guaran- 
teeing entry to all facilities, 
including eight presidential 
compounds. 

This headed off the threat of 
attacks by U.S. naval air and 
ground forces still massed in 
the Gulf. 


Hindus poised to take power in 
India; Sonia new Congress chief 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Hindu 
nationalists came nearer to form- 
ing India’s next government 
Saturday os' Sonia Gandhi, the 
Italian-bom widow of former 
Premier Rajiv Gandhi was elect- 
ed the new head of the Congress 
Party. 

Ms, Gandhi 51, took over 
horn discredited president 
Sitaram Kesri, who announced 
his resignation Monday after the 

once-donunant party's disastrous 
showing in the national elections. 

The Hindu nationalists, on the 
threshold of taking power, have 
branded her a “foreigner'’ with 
no place in national politics. Ms. 
rfovthi acquired Indian citizen- 
ship in 1986, 18 years after her 
marriage. 

Ms. Gandhi had no previous 
political experience before cam- 
paigning for the 113-year-old 
party, led by the Nehru-Gandhi 
dynasty for much of this century, 
for the February-March polls. 

She was elected at a meeting of 
the party’s policy-making 
Congress Vvbddng Committee 
(CWQ. 

Attending a party leadership 
meeting she said: ‘The nation is 
passing through critical times in 


which its democratic and secular 
fabric has been put to test” 

Outgoing president Kesri, 82, 
stormed out, announcing he was 
withdrawing his resignation and 
describing Ms. Gandhi's succes- 
sion as “flJegal." 

The Congress, led by indepen- 
dence heroes such as Mahatma 
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, 
has been steadily losing support 
since the early 1980s. 

It ruled the country for 45 of 
the past 50 years but was over- 
taken as the largest parliamentary 
party in 1996. 

It won 141 seals in the current 
elections, almost 40 seats behind 
the Hindu nationalists and 
matching its wotst-ever showing 
two years ago. 

Some analysts say Ms. 
Gandhi ’5 move is aimed at keep- 
ing a political career open far 
either her son or daughter while 
her rivals claim she hopes to 
shield, the family name from cor- 
ruption allegations. 

A key ally of the nationalists, 
meanwhile, ended days of 
wavering and gave its backing to 
the Hindu right-wing BJP 
(Bharatiya Janata Patty, Indian 
People's Party) in writing. 


The BJP. seen by rivals as a 
threat to India's secular constitu- 
tion, said it was now up to the 
country’s president to invite its 
leader. Alai Behari Vajpayee, as 
prime minister. 

India, plagued by years of crip- 
pling political instability, is eject- 
ing its fifth government within 
two yearn. 'Hie latest elections 
produced a badly-fragmented 
parliament, with no party able to 
form a government. 

The rad of the impasse came 
Saturday after the AlADMK, a 
regional party whose support is 
crucial for the BJP, announced it 
would bade a Vajpayee-led coali- 
tion. The AlADMK fought tte 
polls within the BJP alliance, 
which feD jiBt short of a majority 
in a 545-seat lower house, but 
then backtracked, bolding the 
coalition to ransom. 

The AIADMK’s latest U-tum, 
however, now gives the BJP 
bloc, made up of more than a 
dozen allies, 264 sears. That still 
leaves them short of the 273 
majority mark. But the BJP, 
whose first Indm government in 
1996 lasted just 13 days, expect 
to scrape through a confidence 

vote due to abstentkms- 



Workers unload one of a pair of 8-foot Oscar statues encrusted with gold mosaic 
Friday outside the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles, as preparation gets underway 
for the March 23 Academy Awards. Italian mosaics will be used extensively in deco- 
rating the Governor's Ball that follows the awards show (Renters photo) 


Israel will review riot 
after journalists were 


Iraq wants 
to try 
Clinton, 
Bush and 
Thatcher 
for ‘crimes’ 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
on Saturday announced it 
would form a “public tri- 
bunal” to judge U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, for- 
mer U.S. President George 
Bush, and former British 
Prime Minis ter Margaret 
Thatcher for “crimes 
ag ains t the Iraqi people.” 
The official Iraqi news 
agency DMA reported that a 
meeting was held Saturday 
under the direction of the 
r ulin g Baath Party and 
attended by “public organi- 
sations" to examine the 
“modalities of bolding 
such a trial.” 

The Iraqi initiative fol- 
lows a non-binding U.S. 
Senate resolution Friday 
calling for Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein to be tried 
and convicted by an inter- 
national tribunal for war 
crimes. 

The non-binding “sense 
of the Senate” resolution, 
approved 93-0, calls on Mr. 
Clinton to work with the 
United Nations to convene 
a tribunal s imil ar to those 
that followed World War II 
and recent conflicts in 
Bosnia and Rwanda. 

Iraqi Foreign Minis ter 
' Moh ammad Said A1 
Sahhaf on Friday called the 
U.S. Senate gesture “non- 
sense.” 

Judge grants 
Iraqi asylum 
over U.S. 
objection 

LOS ANGELES (R> — An 
Iraqi who fled his home- 
land after a bid to over- 
throw Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein failed was 
granted political asylum in 
the United States on 
Friday, despite efforts by 
the government to have 
him declared a national 
security risk. 

Hashim Hawlery, one of 
eight dissidents detained 
by the U.S. after they were 
airlifted from northern Iraq 
with about 600 men, 
women and children, was 
due to be released from jail 
Friday evening. 

Mr. Hawlery was granted 
asylum by U.S. 
Immigration Judge D.D. 
Sitgraves on Friday, two 
days after sbe ordered six 
of Mr. Hawlery’s co-defen- 
dams deported, having 
found that they posed a 
national security risk. 

Earlier this year. Ms. 
Sitgraves ruled that Mr. 
Hawlery and one other 
man, Mohammad Quaisar. 
did not pose a risk and 
could apply for asylum. 

Ms. Sitgraves's rulings 
were based on bearings 
conducted largely behind 
closed doors, secret even 
from defence attorneys 
because they centred on 
classified documents and 
testimony from FBI agents. 

Large portions of her 
written decisions were also 
sealed. 

Mr. Hawlery, the first of 
the eight men to be 
released since their incar- 
ceration in October of 
1996, was expected to join 
his wife and seven children 
in the Los Angeles suburb 
of Glendale upon his 
release, his attorney Neils 
Frenzen said. 

The six men who Ms. 
Sitgraves ordered deported 
claim that, if they are 
returned to Iraq, they will 
be executed by the govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Frenzen has said that 
he considers it unlikely the 
U.S. government would 
deport die men to Iraq, but 
is mulling an appeal of the 
order because otherwise, 
he said, the men could sim- 
ply be detained indefinite- 
ly- 


TELAVTV (AFP) — Israeli 
Army chief General Amnon 
Shahak said Saturday his 
troops would review their riot 
control procedures after cam- 
eramen accused soldiers of. 
deliberately . shooting at them 
in Hebron. 

Thirty journalists marched 
through Hebrew to pretest the 
shooting the previous night, 
when three Palestinian cam- 
eramen were shot with rubber- 
coated bullets by soldiers firing 
on Palestinian protesters. - 

The journalists accused the 
army of intentionally firing on 
them while they covered the 
disturbances in foe Wfest Bank 
city and even after they had 
moved away from the stone- 
throwers. 

“We were standing far away 
from the scene after settlers 
threw stones at us," said Naji 
Dana, a cameraman for French 
television who was shot in the 
leg with a rubber-coated bullet 

“Suddenly the Israeli soldiers 
started shooting at us even 
though we shouted, ‘We are 
journalists,’" he told AFP. 

Israeli television showed pic- 
tures of Reuters cameraman 
Nad Shyoukhi as be lay bleed- 


ing and rolling in agony on the 
ground after he was shot in the 
head by an Israeli soldier with 
a rubber-coated bullet 

Even as light from the cam- 
era illuminated Ml Shyoukhi 
be was hit by another rubber 
bullet in the bade 

Mr. Dana said soldiers con- 
tinued to shoot at foe group of 
journalists as they tried to put 
Mr. Shyould in a car to take 
him to bospitaL 

But foe array said the sol- 
diers shot toward the stone- 
throweis. 

“The soldiers did not notice 
the cameramen and shot in the 
direction of the rioting crowd," 
the array spokesman said. Tt 
must be noted that the area was 
dark." 

The army said it would try to 
make sure those not throwing 
stones were not hit by soldi as 
in foe future. 

“Chief of staff Amnon 
Upkin-Shahak called on foe 
troops to review procedures for 
dispersing riots to ensure that 
civilians are' not injured and 
that all orders are followed,” 
foe army spokesman said. 

The demonstration overnight 
broke out when Israeli settlers 


procedure 

injured 

entered a Palestinian-con- 
trolled section of foe city and 
threw stones at Palestinians, 
the array said. 

When the settlers were 
pushed back by soldiers, 
Palestinians began throwing 
stones at the amry and settlers, 
prompting foe soldiers to fire 
rubber-coated bullets on the 
Palestinians, foe anny added. 

Three Israeli soldiers were 
injured in the disturbances, the 
spokesman said. Fourteen 
Palestinians were injured, 
inducting three journalists, 
Israel Ratio reported. 

Israeli police said they would 
detain foe settlers involved in 
foe incident fox questioning on 
charges of disturbing the peace 
and refusing to disperse when 
ordered to by the soldiers. 

The left-wing Meretz Party 
called on the army Saturday to 
arrest foe settlers who began 
the disturbances. 

Palestinians have demon- 
strated around foe West Bank 
this week after Israeli soldiers 
shot and killed three 
Palestinian workers at a road- 
block near Hebron (see story 
on page lj. 


EU defuses row on Cyprus negotiations 


EDINBURGH (AFP) — European Union (EU) 
foreign ministers on Saturday resolved a row 
over how to handle membership negotiations 
with Cyprus that had threatened to paralyse the 
bloc's entire enlargement programme. 

Negotiations, due to be launched on March 31, 
will proceed regardless of whether representa- 
tives of the Turidsh Cypriot community agree to 
join the divided island’s negotiating team, 
British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook said. 

“In many ways Cyprus is one of the strongest 
applicant countries. We want to get down to 
business with them,” Mr. Cook said. 

The deal kills off proposals fiom France under 
which Jhe talks with Cyprus would have been 
started but then immediately suspended if no 
agreement was struck on the participation of rep- 
resentatives from the north. 

Greece had threatened to block the start of 
negotiations with five eastern European coun- 
tries if the French ideas were worked into foe 
ElFs Opening position. 

Athens fears that linking Cyprus' membership 
negotiations to progress towards a political set- 
tlement on the island would give its old enemy 
Turkey valuable leverage in the two countries' 
myriad disputes. The Turkish Cypriots have so 
far rejected the offer of a place in foe negotiating 
team, insisting they win oily take part in return 
for some form of recognition. 

The entity, established after Turkey invaded 
the northern pact erf foe island in 1974. is not 
recognised by the international community. 

Current international efforts to reunite Cyprus 
are based on a UN. plan to establish a bi-zonaL 
bi-communal federation. 

little headway has been mack to date, but 
there are hopes that foe prospect of EU mem- 
bership, and the increased prosperity it would 
bring, particularly for foe north, could accelerate 
moves towards reconciliation. 

Although Greece managed to ensure that foe 
negotiations will proceed with or without the 


Turkish Cypriots, foe dispute underlined the 
reservations felt by many EU states about nego- 
tiating with Cyprus while there is no political 
settlement in sight. 

France and Germany have both made it clear 
that there is no question of Cyprus entering the 
EU as a divided entity. 

Given that, and in the absence of any settle- 
menl ft is only a mafira of tm» before foe mem- 
bership negotiations are suspended 

“The problem has been' postponed not etinri- 
nated,” acknowledged a senior EU diplomat. 

Brussels mulls Greece’s bid 
to join EU monetary system 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — The European Union (EU) 
monetary committee met in Brussels Saturday to 
consider Greece’s bid to put its currency, foe drach- 
ma, in tie European Monetary System (EMSl 

The committee’s main task will be to decide 
what base value tbe drachma will have against tbe 
other EU currencies in foe EMS, around which it 
will be allowed to fluctuate by 15 percent 

Athens is seeking the measure to protect the cur- 
rency against recent devaluations and to give a 
* boost to its lagging economy. Participants made no 
statement as they entered the meeting. 

Tbe EU monetary committee, composed of offi- 
cials from the centra] banks erf the 15-member 
countries, is also empowered to announce realign- 
ments of other EU currencies in the EMS. 

The aim is to lock the currencies into a definitive 
arrangement for the introduction of tire euro on 
Jan. 1, 1999. 

As such, foe committee may dedare a change ' m 
tbe rare of the Irish punt, which is tbe only curren- 
cy in the EMS which is trading well above its cen- 
tral rate. 

Greece made its request to join tic EMS on 
Friday following a fall in the diacfarm encouraged 
by foe government, which was looking to influ- 
ence its EMS entry rate in favour of its exports. 



Legislator wants 


to wipe Clinton 
off US. map 

CUNTON TOWNSHIP (R) 
— A New Jersey legislates' is 
so angered by Bill Clinton's 
alleged sexual exploits he 
wants to wipe the president's 
name off the map. 
Republican Michael Carroll 
submitted a bill in the state 
legislature on March 2 to 
rename this town of 12,451 
people and its sister Town of 
Clinton, with Z400 residents. 
The proposed new names? 
Reagan Township and tbe 
town of Reagan, in honour of 
the former president. 
Residents are not amused. “I 
think it’s silly,” township 
clerk Lois Texreri said. “It's a 
waste of taxpayers' money." 

Canadian hotel offers 
room service for pets 

VANCOUVER (R) What 
do you order for the pet that 
has everything? Room ser- 
vice. Vancouver's Sutton 
Place Hotel offers special 
meals for the dogs and cats of 
guests who make extended 
stays at the luxury establish- 
ment Under the new service, 
travelling pets are given a 
choice of grilled Alberta T- 
bone steak or seared tuna filet 
topped with caviar. Pets who 
receive room service are'also 
treated to a bedtime snack — 
anchovy-flavoured popcorn 
for cats — a storybook and 
card with a weather forecast 
“It allows them to plan their 
day.*’ said Sutton Place 
spokeswoman Judy Ahola. 

Colombia doctors find 
possible twin inside 
baby 

BOGOTA (R) — Colombian 
doctors removing a suspected 
tumour fiom the abdomen of 
a four-month-old baby 
instead discovered a well- 
formed foetus. Staff at the 
Rafael Urbina clinic in Cali 
said the discovery was made 
during an operation on 
Monday on a baby boy with a 
swollen midriff. Doctors said 
it was tbe first case in 
Colombia of a medical condi- 
tion known as “foetus in foe- 
tus" and one of less than 100 
worldwide. The 15-ctn long 
embryo had survived by 
attaching itself to a vein with- 
in the toby’s intestines. The 
most probable theory is that 
the foetus was a twin 
absorbed by the other inside 
tbe womb. 

God moves in 
mysterious ways 
for British preacher 

LONDON (R) — An evan- 
gelist who took to the skies in 
his paraglider to spread foe 
Word crashed to earth with a 
criminal record. John Holme 
was fined $1,730 after he 
admitted flying too close to a 
populated area on his heaven- 
ly mission. “1 thought that if 
they heard this voice from the 
sky, they would think it was 
God,” Holme said. When 
Holme made his maiden voy- 
age in a motorised paraglider 
he dive-bombed a Salisbury 
bousing estate, astonishing 
local gardeners as he dodged 
bind tables, trees and fences. 
Residents said they saw sheer 
horror in his eyes. But Holme 
— who claimed to see heaven 
over Salisbury — says he 
never lost faith. 

Thing about men and 
directions is true 

GAINES' V n I F. fR) _ 
Remember the popular wis- 
dom that men hate to ask 
directions, but women always 
know where everything is? 
University of Florida research 
released on Thursday sup- 
ports both beliefs, finding that 
men are more confident that 
they can remember where 
anything is without help, but 
women are much better at 
knowing where thin gs are. 
“Ib say that when it comes to 
Memory, women have more 
skill than confidence and men 
have^ more confidence than 
skill is a simplistic way to put 
it, but we found it to be trite in 
this study," said Robin West, a 
psychology professor who 
ted the research. 
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